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Chief’s Message 

     Welcome to the 2015 Lynn Police Department Annual Report.  It is my pleasure to 
provide you with this summary of the activities and accomplishments of our personnel 
during the last year.  This report is also available on-line as a .pdf document with external 
links that allow you to get a better picture and understanding of our department and the 
impressive work done by our officers.  I am proud to serve as Chief of the Lynn Police 
Department and I feel priviledged every day by being able to come to work alongside the 
hard working and dedicated men and women of our department. 

     Like 2014, 2015 was a year which produced mixed results.  The good news is that 
crime dropped 2%.  And, for the previous five year period, crime is down 10%.  In my 
opinion, that decrease is impressive and reflects upon the hard work and dedication our 
officers put in every single day.  My thanks go out to each and every one of them!   

     The downside of 2015 was that the opiate epidemic our region is experiencing 
continued to spiral out of control.  During 2015, 336 individuals overdosed here in Lynn, 
38 of them fatally.  In 2014, the total overdoses were 290.  That 14% increase is far too 
high!  However, we are continuing to expand our outreach efforts in partnership with 
many community and social service groups to find innovative ways to reverse this trend. 
On the following pages, you will find more information on this as well as the many other 
initiatives that we are working on to make Lynn a safer place for all. 

     Please take your time and review this Annual Report in its entirety.  Your tax dollars 
are what funds our operations and we greatly appreciated your support.  This report is our 
way of letting you know how those dollars are spent as well as giving you an insight into 
the many other positive things our officers do both on and off the job that helps make 
Lynn the great city it is! 

     Thank you, 

Kevin F. Coppinger 
Chief of Police 
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Core Values 

 

NTEGRITY- Is the most important core value because it goes to the character of each 
officer. It has been said, “If you have integrity, then nothing else matters. And if you don’t 
have integrity, then nothing else matters.” Integrity really boils down to doing what is 
right, not because someone else is expecting you to do it or someone is watching. This is 
something you expect not only of others, but of yourself. Integrity encompasses many
other aspects of character including honesty and truthfulness. 

 

OMMUNITY SERVICE – Includes making a positive difference in the lives of 
others. It is the reason why most officers come on the job, and why most of them 
stay. 

 

 

CCOUNTABILITY – Includes the understanding that, as police officers, we must 
always strive to use the tremendous authority granted to us in accordance with the 
law and our best judgment under the circumstances present. Accountability further 
assumes that when we do make mistakes, as all human beings will, we will admit to 
them and, hopefully, learn from them. It includes not only holding ourselves 
accountable but when necessary, being willing to hold other officers accountable as 
well.  

 

ESPECT – Includes respect for each other, both up and down the chain of 
command, and respect for the public we serve regardless of their station in life. 
Respect is treating people how we would like to be treated in similar circumstances. 

I 
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Department Personnel 
Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Deputy Chief Leonard E. Desmarais 

Deputy Chief Michael A. Mageary 

Captain Edward Blake 
Captain William Borders 
Captain Mark O’Toole 
Captain Christopher Reddy 
Captain Michael Vail 

Lieutenant David Brown 
Lieutenant Vernon Coleman 
Lieutenant Lucas Dean 
Lieutenant Richard Donnelly 
Lieutenant Glenn Dunnigan 
Lieutenant James Flynn 
Lieutenant Stephen Haberek 
Lieutenant Marie Hanlon 
Lieutenant Peter Holey 
Lieutenant Christopher Kelly 
Lieutenant Thomas Reddy 
Lieutenant John Scannell  
Lieutenant William Sharpe 
Lieutenant James Shinnick  
Lieutenant James Shorten  

Sergeant Robert Avery  
Sergeant Richard Carrow 
Sergeant Paul Cotter 
Sergeant Eugene Cusack 
Sergeant Donald Gates 
Sergeant John Geary 
Sergeant Robert Godbout 
Sergeant Timothy Hallisey 
Sergeant Donald Kasle 
Sergeant Michael Kenny 
Sergeant Michael Kmiec 
Sergeant Timothy Magner 
Sergeant Thomas McDermott 
Sergeant David McEnaney 
Sergeant Patrick McGuire 
Sergeant Edward Nardone 
Sergeant Edward Shinnick 

Sergeant Lawrence Wentzell 
Sergeant Henry Wojewodzic 

Officer Jeffrey Aceituno 
Officer Ashley Affonco 
Officer Peter Alexander 
Officer Jennifer Almonte  
Officer Kelly Aylward 
Officer Nikolay Bashko 
Officer Andrew Beaver 
Officer John Bernard  
Officer Gregory Brotherton  
Officer Ronald Brown 
Officer Jennifer Cash  
Officer Edward Cauley 

 Officer Joseph Chadbourne  
Officer Michael Chalmers  
Officer Benjamin Chez  
Officer Eng Chhor 
Officer Brian Chisholm            
Officer John Clem 
Officer Learlean Clements  
Officer Richard Connick  
Officer Matthew Coppinger 
Officer Richard Courtney 
Officer Michael Crosby  
Officer Joseph Curley 
Officer James Daley  

 Officer John Dean  
Officer Daniel Destefano  
Officer Robert Deveau  
Officer Ronald Diaz 
Officer Michael DiMeglio 
Officer Albert Divirgilio 
Officer Timothy Donovan 
Officer John Doucette 
Officer Ryan Dulong 
Officer Devon Dupuis 
Officer Mark Duran 
Officer Michael Economou 
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Department Personnel 
Officer Michael Eddows 
Officer Stephen Emery 
Officer Kenneth Estes 
Officer Emmanuel Felix 
Officer Robert Ferrari 
Officer Timothy Ferrari 
Officer Michael Ferraro 
Officer Pablo Figueroa 
Officer David Fitzgerald 
Officer Oscar Flores 
Officer John Folan 
Officer Craig Fountain 
Officer Richard Fucci 
Officer Paul Galatis 
Officer Manuel Gasca 
Officer Russell Gokas 
Officer Frank Gomez 
Officer Michael Gorman 
Officer Cindy Green 
Officer Charles Griffin 
Officer Jerren Griffin 
Officer Raymond Guillermo 
Officer Taylor Haberek 
Officer Christopher Hagerty 
Officer Gary Hagerty 
Officer Michael Hanlon 
Officer John Harkness 
Officer David Harney 
Officer Thomas Hazard 
Officer Joshua Hilton 
Officer David Hines 
Officer Robert Hogan 
Officer Shawn Hogan 
Officer Mark Holey 
Officer Paul Holey 
Officer Thomas Holland 
Officer Brian Hosker  
Officer David Hunter 
Officer Michael Kelter 
Officer Titou Kim 
Officer Taylor Kulakowski 
Officer Robert Leblanc 
Officer Jessica Lee 
Officer Mark Lee 

 Officer Giovanni Lopez 
 Officer John Mackin 

Officer Anne Magner 
Officer John Manning 
Officer John Marr 
Officer Robert Mason 
Officer Gregory McCarthy 
Officer Shirley McCloud 
Officer Howard McCollin 
Officer Ryan McDermott 
Officer Michael McEachern 
Officer Michael McHale 
Officer James McIntyre 
Officer John McKenna 
Officer John Meaney 
Officer Thomas Morley 
Officer Thomas Mulvey 
Officer Randy Muth 
Officer Mark Nerich 
Officer Timothy Nerich 
Officer Herbert Newton 
Officer Michael O’Connell 
Officer Jean O’Neill 
Officer Ezequiel Ortiz 
Officer Peter Panacopoulos 
Officer Ross Panacopoulos 
Officer Alice Parker 
Officer Michael Pennell 
Officer Cristine Petruzziello 
Officer Edward Pettipas 
Officer Sadrak Pierre 
Officer Stephen Pohle 
Officer Domingo Polonia 
Officer Mark Richmond 
Officer Joseph Ricupero 
Officer Kenneth Runyan 
Officer Ronald Ryan 
Officer Max Saravia 
Officer Paul Scali 
Officer Joshua Seaman 
Officer Fabio Silva 
Officer Ralph Sirois 
Officer Robert Sirois 
Officer David Spelta 
Officer William Stilwell 
Officer Edward Tansey 
Officer Seylawon Thach 
Officer Raymond Therrien 
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Department Personnel 
Officer Roger Tinkham 
Officer Colin Toomey 
Officer Manuel Torres 
Officer Michael Tortorise 
Officer Jeffery Trahant 
Officer Nhen Tran 
Officer Scott Wakeham 
Officer John F. White 
Officer John R. White 
Officer Michael White 
Officer Markanthony Williams 
Officer Stephen Withrow 
Officer Alvin Wolfe 
Officer Paul Wonoski 
Officer Nicholas Woodbury 
Officer David Woumn 
Officer Oren Wright 

Current Personnel 

Levels: Sworn Officers:  184 

Civilian Support Staff: 15 

Cell Block Detention Assistants: 

4 Full Time 

1 Part Time 
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Organizational Chart 

Chief of Police
Kevin F. Coppinger

Deputy Chief of Operations
Leonard E. Desmarais

Captain of Patrol
Christopher Reddy

Insurance 
Fraud Unit

First Patrol 
Division

Lieutenant 
Dave Brown

Second Patrol 
Division

Lieutenant 
James Flynn

Third Patrol 
Division

Lieutenant 
Glenn 

Dunnigan

Traffic 
Enforcment 

Unit
Sergeant Ned 

Shinnick

Captain of 
Investigation
Mark O'Toole

Domestic 
Violence Unit

Lieutenant 
Marie Hanlon

Detectives & 
Identification

Lieutenant Tom 
Reddy

Special 
Investigation 

Unit Lieutenant 
Stephen 
Haberek

Drug Task Force
Sergeant Rick 

Carrow

Youth Services 
Unit 

Lieutenant 
Peter Holey

Juvenile 
Component

School 
Resource 
Officers

Gang 
Component

Sergeant 
Edward 

Nardone

Deputy Chief of 
Administration

Michael A. Mageary

Captain of 
Technical 
Services

Edward Blake

Physical Plant

Fleet

Computer Unit

Detail Office

Captain of 
Administration

William 
Borders

Records 
Department
Lieutenant 

Vernon 
Coleman

Intelligence & 
Crime Analysis 

Unit
Lieutenant 

John Scannell

Firearm 
Licensing

Captain of 
Professional 
Standards

Michael Vail

Training
Lieutenant 

William Sharpe
Public 

Information & 
Internal Affairs
Lieutenant Rick 

Donnelly

Evidence 
Control

Court Liaison
Lieutenant 

James Shinnick

Court 
Commitment

Confidential Assistant
Elizabeth Polonsky
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Administration 

he Lynn Police Department is committed to the enforcement of laws and 

preservation of order that protect the rights and property of every person 

within the City of Lynn. 

ur Mission is to provide the highest quality police service and to impact 

crime, and its associated elements, through the utilization of new and 

proven crime prevention strategies and problem-solving  partnerships 

with our community. 

Kevin F. Coppinger
Chief

Leonard E. Desmarais 
Deputy Chief

Michael A. Mageary 
Deputy Chief

Elizabeth Polonsky 
Confidential Assistant to the 

Chief

Mark O'Toole 
Captain, 
Criminal 
Investigation 
Division

Edward Blake 
Captain, 
Technical 
Services 
Division

Christopher Reddy 
Captain,
Patrol Division

William Borders 
Captain, 
Administrative 
Division

Michael Vail 
Captain, 
Professional 
Standards 
Division

T 
O 
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Chief of Police 

Chief Kevin F. Coppinger is a thirty-three year veteran of the Lynn Police Department. He was

appointed as a patrol officer in August, 1985, after transferring from the Lynnfield Police 

Department where he began his career in February, 1983. As a Lynn patrol officer, Chief 

Coppinger was assigned to the First Division working in the West Lynn area. On September 13, 

1986, he was promoted to Sergeant and remained on the First Division as a patrol supervisor. 

In 1990, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and was assigned as the Internal 

Affairs/Public Information Officer and Special Projects Coordinator. In 1993, Captain Coppinger 

took over as the Commanding Officer of the Second Division working the early morning shift. In 

August, 1995, he was promoted to Deputy Chief in charge of the administrative functions of the 

department. In January of 2001, he began a new role as the Deputy Chief in charge of Operations, 

overseeing the Patrol and Criminal Investigation Divisions. On July 28, 2009, Chief Coppinger 

was appointed Acting Chief of the department and on December 31, 2009, Chief Coppinger was 

appointed permanently.  

Chief Coppinger is a graduate of Northeastern University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in  

Criminal Justice and graduated from Anna Maria College with a Master of Arts Degree in 1982. 

He is a 2000 graduate of the 203rd Session of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National 

Academy in Quantico, Virginia. Chief Coppinger is a long time certified Emergency Medical 

Technician and CPR/First Responder instructor. He is also a member of several professional 

organizations including the Massachusetts Major City Chiefs of Police, Essex County Chiefs of 

Police, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy Associates. Chief Coppinger 

serves as the Chairman of the Traffic Commission and is a current member of the Stadium 

Commission. Chief Coppinger was also appointed  by  the  Governor  to  the  State  911  

Commission  representing  the Massachusetts Major City Chiefs where he serves as vice 
chairperson.
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Deputy Chief 

Deputy Chief Leonard E. Desmarais, a veteran of the United States Marine Corps, joined 

the department in June of 1988 and has spent his twenty-seven years of service in a variety of 

positions. As a patrolman, he was assigned to the First Division where he patrolled the 

Highlands section of the city until his promotion and assignment to the Second Division as a 

sector Sergeant. In 1996, after promotion to the rank of Lieutenant, he served in a variety of 

capacities including detective with the Criminal Investigation Division, Officer in Charge of 

the Anti-Crime Team (ACT) and Officer in Charge of the department’s highly successful 

Community Liaison Team, whose expansion was overseen and directed by the Deputy Chief. 

In 2000, he was promoted to Captain, serving as the Third Division Commander until his 

reassignment as the department’s first Captain of Patrol, a position created as part of a 

department reorganization.  Deputy Chief Desmarais was promoted to his current rank on 

September 21, 2010, and designated Deputy Chief of Operations where he is responsible for 

all line operations including patrol and criminal investigations.  Deputy Chief Desmarais was 

the recipient of the Medal of Honor, “Officer of the Year”, Award in 2000, bestowed by the 

Lynn Police Relief Association. Deputy Chief Desmarais is a 2007 graduate of the 228th 

session of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National Academy in Quantico, Virginia.  
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Deputy Chief 

 

Deputy Chief Michael A. Mageary is a thirty year veteran of the Lynn Police Department who 

started his career as a patrolman in 1986. Prior to his appointment in 2014, as Deputy Chief of 

Administration, the Deputy served a variety of roles and ranks within the department. As a 

Sergeant, he was a supervisor on the Third Division, as a Lieutenant, he was assigned as a 

Special Projects Coordinator for the department and then as the Lieutenant in charge of the 

Juvenile Unit where he helped develop and initiate the highly successful School Resource 

Officer Program. 

In 2005, Deputy Chief Mageary was promoted to the rank of Captain serving as the 

Administrative Captain prior to being assigned as the Captain of Professional Standards. Deputy 

Chief Mageary graduated from Salem State University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Political Science in 1990. In 1992, he graduated from Anna Maria College with a Masters of Arts 

Degree in Criminal Justice. He is also a graduate of the Police Executive Research Forum’s 

Senior Management Institute of Policing. 

In his capacity as Deputy Chief of Administration, Deputy Mageary is responsible for overseeing 

the efforts of the Professional Standards, Administration, and Support Service Divisions. The 

Captains of each of these divisions report directly to the Deputy Chief. The Deputy Chief is 

assigned support staff who assist with issues within the Administration branch of the department, 

Elizabeth Saulnier and Linda Curry constitute that staff. 
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Confidential Assistant 

Elizabeth A. “Betty” Polonsky has been employed by the Lynn Police Department for 18 years. 
A graduate of the Lynn Public Schools and Salem State College, Betty was appointed as a 
clerk/typist in August 1997, and was then promoted to data entry operator in May 1999, senior 
stenographer in 2001, and head clerk stenography/secretarial in 2005. In January 2008, she was 
appointed to the position of Confidential Assistant. 

Betty’s responsibilities are both administrative and secretarial. She acts as a confidential assistant 
to the Chief, dealing with highly sensitive matters within the department. One of her primary 
functions is to oversee the large volume of correspondence that is generated from the 
enforcement agencies and to the public. 

She is responsible for managing a support staff of fourteen, which performs a variety of 
functions for various units throughout the department. As Confidential Assistant, Betty is 
responsible for constructing and monitoring the police payroll and expense budgets. She 
oversees analysis which reflects on-going budget trends, as well as purchasing responsibilities 
and related duties. 
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Personnel Transitions 

Lynn police officer, 

William G. Bochicchio, 

passed away in 2015. 

His dedication and 

commitment to the  

Department and the 

community are carried 

on through the efforts of 

our current officer 

William G. Bochicchio, 86, of Lynn, former Lynn police officer, passed away 

Monday, Dec. 7, 2015, in the Spaulding Hospital in Cambridge.  Born in 

Swampscott on Oct. 14, 1929, he was the son of the late Gabriel and Annie 

(Scaring) Bochicchio. William was raised and educated in Lynn and was a 

graduate of Lynn English High School. After high school, William enlisted into 

the U.S. Army and served one year before he joined the Navy to help fight for our 

country during the Korean War. He was honorably discharged for his time served 

on Oct. 24, 1952. Upon his return home, William became a Lynn police officer, 

where he served proudly for over 20 years. 
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Retired Officers 

. 

 

Collin Toomey was hired 

May 3, 2006, and retired 

December 21, 2015. Officer 

Toomey was a house officer 

assigned to the 3rd Division 

for most of his career.  

Raymond Guillermo was hired on August 11, 1986, and retired March 9, 2015. Officer 

Guillermo worked several years as a uniformed patrolman and as a plain clothes 

detective. 
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Retired Officers 

 

Officer Randy Muth (Located on the far right) retired on June 14, 2015. 

Officer Muth was hired on February 28, 2011. In the photo above Officer 

Muth poses for a photograph with a victim and her husband who came to the 

Lynn Police Station to thank Officers Ralph Sirois and Randy Muth for saving 

her life.  These officers performed CPR and are credited with saving the 

victim’s life on March 28, 2014.   

Officer John Manning retired 

from the Lynn Police 

Department on August 24, 

2015. Officer Manning began 

his career in 1987 and served 

the City of Lynn as a police 

officer for twenty-eight years. 

John spent most of his career 

working on the street as a 

uniformed patrol officer 

assigned to the 2nd Division.  

John played for the Lynn 

police softball team and 

became an avid golfer over the 

years.  
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New Officers 

Officers Kenneth Runyan & Markanthony Williams 

graduated from the Reading Police Academy, and were 

sworn in as police officers in the City of Lynn on 

August 13, 2015. 

From left to right, 

Officers Runyan 

and Williams are 

sworn in as Lynn 

police officers. 

Below the 

officers pose for 

a picture with 

Mayor Judith 

Flanagan 

Kennedy, Chief 

Kevin Coppinger, 

Deputy Chief 

Leonard 

Desmarais, and 

Deputy Chief 

Michael 

Mageary. 

14



New Officers 
On October 30, 2015, Officers Matthew Coppinger, Jeffrey Aceituno, and Michael 
Chalmers, graduated from the Randolph Police Academy. On Monday November 
2, 2015, they were sworn in as Lynn police officers. Pictured below from left to 
right are Officers Coppinger, Aceituno and Chalmers. The picture at the bottom of 
the page was taken at the Randolph Police Academy graduation.  

15



Lynn Police Torch Run 

On May 6, 2015, Lynn police officers had the honor of carrying the torch into the opening

ceremonies for the Special Olympics at the Lynn Tech Field House. The officers ran from 

the Lynn Police Station to the Lynn Tech Field House where the Special Olympic ceremony 

and games began. 
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Peace Officers Memorial Day 

PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL

The official flag of the National Law 

Enforcement Memorial was raised on 

the flagpole in City Hall Square on the 

morning of May 15, 2015, in honor of 

law enforcement officers who have 

been killed in the line of duty. Pictured 

to the left, two Lynn police officers are 

seen raising the official flag as Mayor 

Judith Flanagan Kennedy, Chief Kevin 

F. Coppinger, and several other police

officers pay their respect to the fallen

officers who lost their lives in the line

of duty.  In 1962, President John F.

Kennedy signed a law designating May

15th of each year be known as Peace

Officers Memorial Day and further

designating that week as National

Police Week.
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Memorial Day Parade 

Lynn police officers dressed in their honor guard 
uniforms can be seen marching in the Memorial 
Day Parade on Market Street toward City Hall 
Square. From left to right are Officer Titou Kim, 
Officer James Daley, Lieutenant Glenn Dunnigan, 
and Officer Greg Brotherton.  
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Massachusetts Law Enforcement Memorial 

The Massachusetts Law 
Enforcement Memorial 
serves as a permanent 
reminder of the law 
enforcement officers who 
have lost their lives while 
protecting the citizens of the 
Commonwealth. 

Lynn Police Chief Kevin F. 
Coppinger participated in 
the Massachusetts Law 
Enforcement Memorial 
Foundation's 28th Annual 
Memorial and Reading of 
the Roll Ceremony on 
Friday October 16, 2015, at 
the Massachusetts State 
House. 

Four additional Lynn police 
officers who lost their lives 
in the line of duty many 
years ago were added to the 
Massachusetts Law 
Enforcement Memorial and 
are listed below: 

OFFICER EBENEZER 
NEAGLES, JR., EOW – 
08/20/1894 

LIEUTENANT NELSON 
H. DOE, EOW –
02/16/1896

OFFICER JOHN F. 
SMITH, EOW – 08/19/1934 

SERGEANT ALBERT J. 
PICONE, EOW – 
08/01/1955 
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National Law Enforcement Memorial 
Four additional Lynn police officers who lost their lives in the line of duty many years ago were 
added to the National Law Enforcement Memorial on May 13, 2015, at the Annual Candlelight 
Vigil in Washington D.C.  Lynn Police Sergeant Paul Cotter and Officer David Hines 
volunteered to research these cases and are credited for their time and efforts in having the 
following four Lynn police officers added to the National Law Enforcement Memorial: 

OFFICER EBENEZER 
NEAGLES, JR., EOW – 
08/20/1894: On July 21, 1894, at 
0300 hours, Officer Neagles was 
critically injured in an explosion at 
the Strout Building on Union 
Street. Officer Neagles entered the 
building after a report of water 
running from a sprinkler inside. 
Once inside, he encountered a gas 
leak and a subsequent explosion. 
Officer Neagles passed away on 
August 20, 1894. Cause of death 
was Burn Septicemia. 

LIEUTENANT NELSON H. 
DOE, EOW – 02/16/1896: On 
December 30, 1895, Lieutenant 
Doe was bitten twice in the face by 
a rabid dog while walking a beat. 
He never sought treatment but 
suddenly became ill the following 
February and was admitted to 
Lynn Hospital. He passed away on 
February 16, 1896. Cause of death 
was Hydrophobia (Rabies). 

OFFICER JOHN F. SMITH, EOW – 08/19/1934: On an unknown date in 1927, Officer 
Smith, while on patrol in the Central District, observed runaway horses threatening the safety of 
nearby pedestrians. He grabbed onto the horses, was dragged over 100 feet and was then pinned 
between a wagon and a large truck. After being out for over 2 years because of his injuries, he 
returned to light duty in the Traffic Bureau. He eventually passed away from complications of 
his injuries after emergency surgery on August 19, 1934. 

SERGEANT ALBERT J. PICONE, EOW – 08/01/1955: Sergeant Picone, age 38, was 
involved in a pursuit of a stolen car on Summer Street on August 1, 1955. The vehicle crashed 
and Sergeant Picone initiated a foot pursuit of 3 teenage suspects. A short time later he was 
found lying in the street after suffering a fatal heart attack. The suspects were not apprehended. 

Officer Hines and Sergeant Cotter are pictured above 
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Global Embassy of Activists For Peace 

The Global Embassy of Activists for Peace works for peace, progress, well-

being and the happiness of humanity.  Chief Kevin Coppinger, Deputy 

Chief Leonard Desmarais, Deputy Chief Michael Mageary, and Captain 

Christopher Reddy are pictured above with members of this organization 

following a presentation on human rights and the Holocaust.   
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Medal of Honor 

Detective Stephen Withrow was awarded the Medal of Honor at the Lynn Policeman’s 2015 
Ball. The Medal of Honor is the highest award presented by the Lynn Police Relief 
Association on behalf of the Lynn Police Department. The recipient of this award is selected 
after careful consideration by members of the Board of Directors based upon numerous 
attributes encompassing character, commitment, integrity and performance. This award is 
not intended to recognize one specific event, however honorable or exemplary, but instead 
as recognition of a particular officer who exhibits these traits through the course of his or her 
duties as a law enforcement officer and as a member of the community. We recognize this 
officer as a personal standard of excellence toward which we all strive to attain as police 
officers and as individuals. 
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Medal of Valor Award 

Detective Stephen Emery was working in an undercover capacity when he observed a drug 

transaction on Rock Avenue.  Detective Emery followed a suspected motor vehicle and 

approached the driver on foot while displaying his police badge and identifying himself as a 

police officer. The suspected drug dealer drove his vehicle directly toward Detective Emery 

who in fear for his life, fired a single shot through the windshield of the suspect’s vehicle 

striking him.  Detective Emery was struck and knocked down to the ground by the suspect’s 

vehicle.  The suspect continued to drive down the street and struck another motor vehicle 

being driven by a civilian.  The suspected drug dealer, a twenty-three year old Boston man, 

was airlifted to Massachusetts General Hospital where he was pronounced dead.  Detective 

Emery was taken to Salem Hospital by ambulance for his injuries. 

Detective Stephen Emery was the recipient of the Medal of Valor Award in 2015. The 

Medal of Valor is presented to an officer who has through a particular act or deed, 

exemplified the very spirit of “Valor” by showing great courage in the face of danger 

without personal regard to their own safety. The recipient of this award is honored as a true 

hero who has put the public whom he/she serves before himself. We recognize this officer 

with tremendous pride for a job well done. Members of the Board of Directors of the Lynn 

Police Relief Association pose for a picture with Detective Emery who is holding the award 

in the picture below. 
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Thanksgiving Day Food Drive 

On November 20, 2015, 
Lynn police officers loaded 
the Lynn police van with 
over 30 turkeys and boxes 
filled with canned goods. 
Members of the Lynn Police 
Department donate the 
turkeys and canned goods to 
the Washington Street 
Baptist Church where they 
are distributed throughout 
the community for 
Thanksgiving. Our 
neighbors at the Washington 
Street Baptist Church also 
donate food to the 
community throughout the 
year. 
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Christmas Party 

On Saturday, December 5, 2015, the Lynn Police Department held its annual Children’s Christmas 

Party at Saint Michael’s Hall in Lynn.  The children were served pizza, ice cream and soda for 

lunch and Santa Claus made his annual appearance.  In addition, there was holiday entertainment 

and each child received a grab bag and a present. Over 400 children attended this event and the 

Lynn Police would like to thank all our friends and family for their help in making this

community event a success. 

25



Blood Drive for Boston Children’s Hospital 

The Lynn Police Department 
& the Global Embassy of 
Activists for Peace 
sponsored a highly 
successful blood drive 
outside the Lynn Police 
Station on May 7, 2015. All 
blood donations went to 
Boston Children’s Hospital.  
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2015 Officer Commendations 

The Lynn Police Department recognizes officers who have demonstrated uncommon 

initiative and dedication to serving our community. Often these incidents place officers at 

exceptional risk in the performance of their duties. Commendations are published 

internally and are posted on our website. Commendations are formerly given out to the 

officers at the annual ball in October which is run by the Lynn Police Relief Association. 

Pictured above are several members of the Lynn Police Relief Association who 

are all former Medal of Honor winners and have been awarded numerous 

commendations. The above photograph was taken at the 2015 Annual Ball. 
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2015 Officer Commendations 

LLYYNNNN  PPOOLLIICCEE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

Department Manual: 

Subject: 

CCoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  OOffffiicceerr  

Reference: PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL  

OORRDDEERR  

15-PO-04

Effective Date: 

January 29, 2015 

Issuing Authority 

__________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 

TO: Commanding Officers, All Divisions 

Please Read at all Roll Calls 

I would like to commend the following officer, whose keen observations and tactical skills 

resulted in the location and arrest of two armed and dangerous suspects, as well as the recovery of 

three illegal firearms. 

Officer Paul Holey 

On December 19, 2014, at approximately 0155 hours several Second Division units were 

dispatched to the Acorn Street area for reports of shots fired.  Cars were on scene within one minute 

of dispatch and with nothing observed on Acorn Street, they began checking the surrounding area.  

Officer Paul Holey (Car 18) located several spent shell casings in the street on Rantoul Avenue.  

Upon further investigation, Officer Holey then located 7 bullet holes in a home on Rantoul Avenue.  
He informed Division, who quickly responded to assist in checking the residents of the home, who 

were found to be unharmed. 
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2015 Officer Commendations 

 A short time later, Officers Alvin Wolfe and Benjamin Chez (Car 16) reported hearing an 

additional single gunshot in the area of Union Street.  While continuing to patrol the area in an 

unmarked unit, Officer Holey observed a vehicle coming out of the Highlands and turning onto 

Chestnut Street without stopping at a red light.  He conducted a motor vehicle stop and was quickly 

assisted by other units in the area.  As Officer Holey approached the driver’s side of the vehicle, 

he illuminated the rear passenger area and immediately identified two handguns on the floor inside.  

He alerted other officers on scene to his observations, drew his weapon, and ordered the driver and 

occupant to show their hands.  Officer Holey instantly recognized the driver of the vehicle as a 

known felon, and worked with assisting units at the scene to safely remove one suspect at a time 

and place them into custody.  A subsequent search of the vehicle by officers at the scene produced 

shell casings consistent with the ones recovered from Rantoul Avenue. Also recovered were three 

loaded handguns, one of which having an obliterated serial number.   

While all motor vehicle stops are inherently dangerous, Officer Holey was actively 

canvasing the immediate area for suspects in direct response to calls for multiple shots fired; when 

he made observations of the above vehicle and initiated a traffic stop. 

      Officer Holey’s tactical approach and immediate identification of two handguns, in 

darkness and on the rear floor of the vehicle, safeguarded all officers on scene. His quick 

notification to assisting officers of the presence of handguns and his verbal commands to the 

suspects undoubtedly eliminated their ability to reach for a weapon, giving officers complete 

tactical advantage.  Officer Holey’s consistently excellent instincts and investigative ability very 

likely prevented further acts of violence against other potential victims, as his heroic actions led 

to the safe apprehension of two armed and dangerous offenders. In addition, the seizure of three 

loaded handguns provided evidence that may connect the suspects to a drive-by shooting. 

Officer Holey displayed the highest level of courage and performance, which reflects well 

on him and on the Lynn Police Department.  I hereby order that Officer Paul Holey be commended 

for his heroic actions, with a copy of this commendation to be placed in his personnel file.  
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2015 Officer Commendations 

LLYYNNNN  PPOOLLIICCEE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

Department Manual: 

Subject: 

CCoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  OOffffiicceerrss  

Reference: PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL  

OORRDDEERR  

15-PO-08

Effective Date: 

May 4, 2015 

Issuing Authority 

__________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 

TO: Commanding Officers, All Divisions 

Please Read at all Roll Calls 

I would like to commend the following officers, whose immediate response and subsequent 

heroic actions led to the safe custody of an armed and suicidal individual.  

Officer Edward Cauley, Officer Timothy Donovan, 

Officer William Stilwell 

On Tuesday, October 14, 2014, at approximately 1345 hours, Officers Edward Cauley and 

William Stilwell (Car 14) were dispatched to a Washington Street location, on a report of a suicidal 

male who was cutting himself with a box cutter. Officer Timothy Donovan (Car 11) was already 

in the area and first on scene. Officer Donovan located the distraught male subject inside a fenced 
in area near the left side of the building. He immediately established contact with the individual, 

who was still cutting his arms with the box cutter.  
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2015 Officer Commendations 

Officers Cauley and Stilwell then arrived on scene. A large crowd began gathering, and 

Officer Cauley had the presence of mind to maintain control of the onlookers while Officers 

Donovan and Stilwell continued to talk with the despondent male. The male party told the officers 

that he was distraught because his 12 year old daughter had recently been raped in another city and 

that the police were investigating the incident. The officers kept talking to the subject and 

requesting that he drop the weapon. Officer Donovan pointed out to him that he wouldn't be doing 

his daughter any good if he wasn't alive. The subject then threw the box cutter away and it was 

secured by Officer Stilwell. Officer Donovan began applying first aid to the male’s lacerations 

until the arrival of EMS personnel. 

Officers Cauley, Donovan and Stilwell demonstrated the highest level of professionalism 

as they placed themselves in immediate danger from an armed and suicidal individual; and also 

maintained control of a crowd which could have interfered with police efforts or even turned 

hostile.  Due to their coordinated efforts, the officers defused a potentially violent or even deadly 

situation. Their heroic actions reflect well on themselves and the Department. I hereby order that 

Officer Edward Cauley, Officer Timothy Donovan, and Officer William Stilwell be commended 

for their actions, with a copy of this commendation to be placed in each of their personnel files.  
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2015 Officer Commendations 

LLYYNNNN  PPOOLLIICCEE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

Department Manual: 

Subject: 

CCoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  OOffffiicceerrss  

Reference: PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL  

OORRDDEERR  

15-PO-9

Effective Date: 

June 5, 2015 

Issuing Authority 

__________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 

TO: Commanding Officers, All Divisions 

Please Read at all Roll Calls 

I would like to commend the following officers, who displayed excellent tactics and 

professionalism along with personal bravery, as they took immediate action to intervene and 

apprehend the suspects engaged in a fight in the street.   

Officer Mark Duran and Officer Michael O’Connell 

On Friday, March 27, 2015, at approximately 1615 hours Officer Mark Duran and Officer 

Michael O’Connell were on proactive patrol in the area of Newhall Street and Suffolk Street when 

they observed a group of approximately five persons begin fighting in the street.  They immediately 

informed dispatch of their location and exited their cruiser to engage the individuals.  The group 

quickly split up, with two running down each side of Newhall Street and another running down 

Suffolk Street.   
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2015 Officer Commendations 

The officers immediately handcuffed all parties and radioed the last known location of the 

fifth suspect.  Officer O’Connell had two suspects on the ground while Officer Duran controlled 

the other two.  Officer O’Connell pat frisked one of the suspects and located a loaded 9mm Ruger 

firearm.  The firearm had an obliterated serial number and six rounds of ammunition.  Also 

recovered from the suspect were four bags of marijuana, five oxycodone pills, several pieces of 

crack-cocaine and bath salts, all of which were packaged for distribution.  During the booking 

process, $325.00 in cash was also seized. It should also be noted that in the weeks prior to this 

arrest the Lynn Police responded to several reports of gunshots on Newhall Street, and since the 

arrest those incidents have stopped.  

Officer Duran and Officer O’Connell used excellent tactics and verbal commands and 

immediately took control of four suspects in separate areas.  Their quick actions turned a chaotic 

and potentially deadly situation into a controlled scene, thus averting the use of any additional 

force.  The officers exercised good judgement by quickly securing the majority of suspects while 

making the correct decision to refrain from engaging in a foot pursuit for one additional suspect.  

Their subsequent recovery of a firearm and illegal drugs with a minimal use of force was a tribute 

to their strong tactics, command presence and personal bravery.  Through their efforts, multiple 

suspects were held accountable for their criminal conduct, an illegal firearm was removed from 

the street and a neighborhood was provided some relief from recent elevated incidents of violent 

crime.  

I hereby order that Officer Mark Duran and Officer Michael O’Connell be commended for 

their actions, with a copy of this Commendation to be placed in their personnel files. 
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2015 Officer Commendations 

LLYYNNNN  PPOOLLIICCEE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

Department Manual: 

Subject: 

CCoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  OOffffiicceerrss  

Reference: PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL  

OORRDDEERR  

15-PO-16

Effective Date: 

September 18, 2015 

Issuing Authority 

__________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 

TO: Commanding Officers, All Divisions 

Please Read at all Roll Calls 

I would like to commend the following officers, whose immediate response and keen 

observations led to the arrest of a known violent individual and the recovery of a loaded firearm.  

Officer John McKenna and Officer Peter Panacopoulos 

On May 24, 2015, at approximately 2213 hours, Officer John McKenna and Officer Peter 

Panacopoulos (Car 15) and Officer James Daley (Car 11) were dispatched to a Boston Street 

address on reports of a domestic with someone screaming. 

Officer Daley arrived on scene approximately 30 seconds ahead of the other officers. As 

Officers McKenna and Panacopoulos approached the location of the reported domestic incident, 

Officer Panacopoulos immediately observed a male party crouch down near the ground for a few 

seconds at the corner of Boston Street and Rosalind Terrace. After crouching down, the individual 
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2015 Officer Commendations 

then walked onto the sidewalk on Boston Street, toward the oncoming cruiser. He was then 

observed to be looking back over his shoulder at Officer Daley's cruiser, which was stopped in 

front of the Boston Street address. When the male then turned in the direction of Officers McKenna 

and Panacopoulos, they identified him as a known convicted felon with a lengthy criminal history, 

which includes a murder charge for an incident involving a firearm.  

Due to his close proximity to the reported domestic call, the male suspect was stopped by 

the officers. Officer McKenna stayed with him, while Officer Panacopoulos walked over to the 

corner of Rosalind Terrace and Boston Street the, the area where the suspect had momentarily 

crouched down. Officer Panacopoulos immediately observed a firearm on the ground.  

The male suspect was subsequently taken into custody for Illegal Carrying of a Firearm. 

Later examination showed the firearm to be loaded. Additionally, the individual was also a suspect 

in a recent shots fired incident in a neighboring community.  Officers McKenna and Panacopoulos 

demonstrated the highest level of professionalism as they quickly responded to this incident, 

immediately recognized and identified a known violent suspect, and recovered a loaded firearm.  

I hereby order that Officer John McKenna and Officer Peter Panacopoulos be commended 

for their actions, with a copy of this Commendation to be placed in each of their personnel files. 
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2015 Officer Commendations 

LLYYNNNN  PPOOLLIICCEE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

Department Manual: 

Subject: 

CCoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  OOffffiicceerrss  

Reference: PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL  

OORRDDEERR  

15-PO-24

Effective Date: 

December 17, 2015 

Issuing Authority 

__________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 

TO: Commanding Officers, All Divisions 

Please Read at all Roll Calls 

I would like to commend the following officers, who displayed the highest level of 

professionalism and courage, as they utilized their skills and training, and risked personal injury, 

in order to save the life of a suicidal individual. 

Officer Kenneth Runyan, Officer Nicholas Woodbury 

On October 4, 2015, at approximately 0432 hours, Lynn Dispatch received a report of a 

suicidal male party from the brother of the individual. The brother, who lives in Texas, relayed 

that he had just received a text message from his brother stating that he was at Lynn Beach and 

was about to commit suicide. Officer Kenneth Runyan and Officer Nicholas Woodbury (Car 16), 

Sergeant Paul Cotter (Car S2), MSP, and Lynn Fire were sent to the scene to try and locate this 

party. 
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2015 Officer Commendations 

While on the way to the call, Officer Woodbury took it upon himself to call the brother 

back in Texas, and learned that the victim was having a hard time following a recent break-up with 

his girlfriend; and because of this had made some statements that he wanted to end his life. 

Upon the officers’ arrival, the male party was located at Red Rock Park. The distraught 

individual had walked down the stairs at the end of Red Rock, and was standing in a very 

precarious location, where the large boulders meet the seawall. During this incident, the ocean was 

tumultuous due to Hurricane Joaquin and the approaching high tide. The waves were extremely 

high, crashing in and around the victim. It was immediately apparent to the officers on the scene 

that this was a life-threatening situation. 

Officers Runyan and Woodbury walked down to the area, in an attempt to engage the 

suicidal male in conversation, and talk him back onto land.  The location of the male party dictated 

that the officers place themselves in an extremely dangerous area, in order for them to be able to 

effectively communicate with him. At the same time, Lynn Fire personnel prepared water safety 

equipment and a raft, in the event that either the suicidal individual or the officers either fell, or 

were knocked into the ocean. 

Officers Runyan and Woodbury then starting speaking with the victim by using the 

information they had obtained from Officer Woodbury’s call to the brother in Texas. They were 

able to develop a rapport with him and to calm him down to the point where he had second thoughts 

about harming himself. The officers then continued speaking with the victim for approximately 40 

additional minutes, while the waves crashed in and around the wall and the rocks. They were 

finally able to convince the male party to come back to dry land. The officers along with other 

family members, who had also arrived on scene, then managed to convince the distraught 

individual to go to the hospital for treatment. 

Officer Runyan and Officer Woodbury conducted themselves in an exemplary manner, and 

as a result they were able to successfully save the life of a despondent man.  Officer Woodbury 

had the foresight and initiative to contact the victim’s family, which allowed him to gather essential 

information that was critical in helping him to understand the background and to establish a rapport 

with the man.  The officers exhibited great personal bravery and dedication to duty by placing 

themselves at risk of serious injury while approaching the suicidal male on the seawall, during a 

period of darkness and treacherous waves. They also demonstrated extreme patience by their 

willingness to spend up to 40 minutes in a dangerous environment, while building a rapport and 

gaining the trust of the despondent man. Their response to this incident reflects positively upon 

themselves and upon the Lynn Police Department.  

I hereby order that Officer Kenneth Runyan and Officer Nicholas Woodbury be 

commended for their actions, with a copy of this commendation to be placed in each of their 

personnel files. 
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2015 Officer Commendations 

LLYYNNNN  PPOOLLIICCEE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

Department Manual: 

Subject: 

CCoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  OOffffiicceerrss  

Reference: PPEERRSSOONNNNEELL  

OORRDDEERR  

15-PO-25

Effective Date: 

December 30, 2015 

Issuing Authority 

__________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 

TO: Commanding Officers, All Divisions 

Please Read at all Roll Calls 

I would like to commend the following officers, who displayed the highest level of 

professionalism and dedication to duty as they provided immediate medical treatment that saved 

the life of an overdose victim.  

Officer Joseph Curley, Officer Joshua Hilton 

On October 15, 2015, at approximately 1150 hours, Officer Joseph Curley and Officer 

Joshua Hilton were clearing a motor vehicle stop in the area of Nahant Street and Sagamore Street, 

when they noted a female party lying on the lawn of a Nahant Street residence.  The officers were 

unsure of the person’s condition, so they checked on her well-being.  They recognized her as a 

known heroin addict, and observed that she had agonal breathing cyanosis, faded pigmentation in 

her face, and was covered with ants.  Officers Hilton and Curley immediately determined that this 
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was an overdose, and radioed control for additional medical assistance.  They then administered 

two doses of nasal Narcan to the female victim, and began providing rescue breaths.   

A short time later, Lynn Fire Department personnel arrived on the scene, and gave the 

woman an intramuscular dose of Narcan. After a few moments, the victim responded.  The female 

party subsequently admitted to using heroin and was transported to the hospital for further 

treatment.   

If not for the keen observations of Officer Curley and Officer Hilton, their immediate 

recognition of the condition of the female, and their prompt application of the appropriate medical 

aid, it is very likely that the victim would have been another overdose fatality. The lifesaving 

efforts of these officers reflect positively upon themselves, and also upon the entire Department.  

I hereby order that Officer Joseph Curley and Officer Joshua Hilton be commended for 

their actions, with a copy of this commendation to be placed in each of their personnel files. 
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Officer of the Month 

LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: January 16, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Paul Scali 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Paul Scali, who is assigned 

to the First Division. Officer Scali was nominated for this honor by Lieutenant David Brown, 

and this nomination was also seconded and approved by many of our COs/OICs. 

In his written nomination, Lieutenant Brown gave several examples of recent arrests and 

stated that they “demonstrate Officer Scali's initiative and thoroughness.”  

On December 28, 2014, during a motor vehicle stop by Officer Scali and his partner, one 

suspect was arrested for a warrant, an additional suspect was arrested for a DYS warrant, and a 

third individual was arrested for carrying a loaded firearm. Officer Scali has earlier observed the 

second suspect in the vehicle, and his partner had previously arrested the third suspect for 

possession of ammunition. The stop and subsequent investigation also resulted in the recovery of 

a firearm with a defaced serial number, which contained 7 rounds.   

On December 23, 2014, while using the plate reader vehicle, Officer Scali arrested a male 

suspect for outstanding warrants. During the motor vehicle stop, the suspect fled on foot and 

Officer Scali immediately gave chase. He quickly caught up to the fleeing individual and took 

him into custody. Lieutenant Brown also reported that Officer Scali has become involved in 

numerous foot pursuits, and that in these situations, the individuals who fled have been taken 

into custody.  

On December 10, 2014, Officer Scali conducted a motor vehicle stop of a male suspect 

which resulted in the recovery of 18 twists of heroin. 

On December 10, 2014, Officer Scali responded to an Essex Street location on a report of 

a suspicious truck. The subsequent investigation resulted in the arrest of a suspect 

for Trafficking Class A over 28 grams. 
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Officer of the Month 

As stated by Lieutenant Brown, “Officer Scali accepts all assignments with the same 

enthusiasm and never complains about a task. He is a quiet officer, who makes a big impact.” 

Sergeant Edward Nardone also spoke on Officer Scali’s behalf, and praised his “proactive 

efforts.” 

From the period of January 23, 2015 – February 22, 2015, Officer Paul Scali has been 

given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to the 

spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Scali for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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Officer of the Month 

LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Deputy Chief Michael A. Mageary 

Date: February 12, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer John Dean 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer John Dean, who is 

assigned to the Second Division. Officer Dean was nominated for this honor by Sergeant Edward 

Nardone, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by many of our COs/OICs. 

In his written nomination, Sergeant Nardone reported that Officer Dean has been a Lynn 

Police officer since 1986, and that “when he was working the street in Car 9, he knew most, if 

not all of the impact players on his route, usually on a first name basis.” He mentioned that 

Officer Dean “always displays a smile, a great gift of gab and is very pleasant to those he 

interacts with.” Sergeant Nardone further stated that “in Officer Dean’s current capacity as a 

dispatcher on the Second Division, he is a very good example of what a dispatcher should be. He 

is attentive to the radio, responding when called, never gets rattled, and he ensures that all the 

available information is broadcast to the Route Cars, despite the severity and complexity of the 

situation at hand.”  

Sergeant Nardone also pointed out that Officer Dean works a large number of road jobs 

and stated that “he pays attention to what is going on around him while assigned to a detail.” He 

stated that “Officer Dean is known to greet pedestrians walking through construction zones, and 

normally escorts them in order to ensure their safety.” According to Sergeant Nardone, 

“Effective dispatching is a most critical function to the overall daily operation of this department 

and Officer Dean carries out his duties exceptionally well, and is most deserving of this 

recognition.”   

From the period of February 23, 2015 – March 22, 2015, Officer John Dean has been 

given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to the 

spaces currently reserved for our Captains. Congratulations and thank you to Officer Dean for a 

job well done. 

___________________ 

Michael A. Mageary 

Deputy Chief 
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Officer of the Month 

LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: March 12, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Benjamin Chez 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Benjamin Chez, who is 

assigned to the Second Division. Officer Chez was nominated for this honor by Lieutenant James 

Flynn, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by many of our COs/OICs. 

In his written nomination, Lieutenant Flynn stated that Officer Chez, who currently 

works Car 10 and Car 16, is “a well-respected member of the Second Division.” He further 

explained that over the past month, Officer Chez has been involved in multiple arrests and is 

known by his co-workers as someone who “always makes himself available for back-up when 

needed. “ 

Lieutenant Flynn also said that there are many examples of Officer Chez's 

professionalism and positive work effort that he could mention, and provided the following list 

of his efforts over the past month.  

 Officer Chez was involved in the arrest of one of our current “Impact Players”, which

also resulted in the recovery of 2 firearms.

 Officer Chez was also involved in a domestic arrest at a Pinkham Street location, during

which he was forced to kick in the door in order to apprehend a suspect who was

violently attacking the mother of his child.

 While backing up Car 14 on a call of a domestic incident on Burchstead Place, Officer

Chez was involved in the arrest of a suspect who had savagely attacked and strangled his

girlfriend at that location.  As stated by Lieutenant Flynn, “this is a prime example of

how Officer Chez makes himself available to assist and back up his fellow officers.”
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Officer of the Month 

From the period of March 23, 2015 – April 22, 2015, Officer Benjamin Chez has been 

given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to the 

spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Chez for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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Officer of the Month 

LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: April 10, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Greg Brotherton 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Greg Brotherton, who is 

assigned to the First Division. Officer Brotherton was nominated for this honor by Lieutenant 

David Brown, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by many of our COs/OICs, 

including Lieutenant Coleman, who also spoke on his behalf. 

In his written nomination, Lieutenant Brown stated that “Officer Brotherton is a solid 

dependable officer who consistently works the problem areas on his route.”  He discussed 

Officer Brotherton’s efforts over the past month, including his involvement in an incident that 

took place in the early morning hours of April 5th. Lieutenant Brown explained that Officer 

Brotherton, his partner Officer Joseph Ricupero, along with other LPD officers, responded to an 

Alley street location following a report of shots fired. The subsequent investigation resulted in an 

arrest and the recovery of a firearm.   

Lieutenant Brown stated that “Officer Brotherton, his partners, and the officers assigned 

to Car 9 and Car 15's route continue to address on-going quality of life issues at a problematic 

Washington Street address, despite the fact that this location is not the most glamorous of 

assignments and it will not be a quick fix.”   

Lieutenant Brown also mentioned that Officer Brotherton is “a role model for other 

officers and is often assigned to train the newer officers; he accepts every assignment without 

complaint, he is well-respected by his peers, and is certainly worthy of this nomination.”    
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Officer of the Month 

From the period of April 23, 2015 – May 22, 2015, Officer Greg Brotherton has been 

given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to the 

spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Brotherton for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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Officer of the Month 

LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: May 14, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Ronald Brown 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Ronald Brown, who was 

assigned to the First Division and is currently serving as a CLT officer. Officer Brown was 

nominated for this honor by Lieutenant David Brown, and this nomination was also seconded 

and approved by many of our COs/OICs, including Lieutenant Hanlon, who also spoke on his 

behalf. 

In his written nomination, Lieutenant Brown explained that prior to being reassigned to 

the CLT Unit, Officer Brown was assigned to the First Division, and regularly patrolled the 

downtown areas in Car 14 and Car 15. He stated that “Officer Brown was often given the task of 

working with and training the newer officers.”  

Lieutenant Brown also reported that Officer Brown and his partners have spent a 

significant amount of time addressing the chronic problems at a known Washington Street 

address, as well as problems in the surrounding area.  He mentioned that Officer Brown was 

involved with the arrests of several individuals who were contributing to the deterioration of the 

quality of life at that Washington Street residence and that “he developed a rapport with the 

building’s property manager, and is effectively promoting the third party policing of this 

property by those responsible for it.”  

According to Lieutenant Brown, “in Officer Brown’s current assignment as a CLT 

Officer, he and his partners continue to focus attention on the problematic locations in the 

downtown area, and in addition, they are patiently addressing the spike in juvenile issues 

at Kiley Park.”  

Lieutenant Hanlon also spoke on Officer Brown’s behalf and stated that “he consistently 

follows up on reports he has taken regarding domestic violence incidents, particularly on the 

status of the victims.”  
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From the period of May 23, 2015 – June 22, 2015, Officer Ronald Brown has been given 

the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to the spaces 

currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Brown for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: June 11, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Alice Parker 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Alice Parker, who is 

assigned to the Training Unit. Officer Parker was nominated for this honor by Captain Michael 

Vail, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by many of our COs/OICs. 

In his written nomination, Captain Vail stated that “Officer Parker is someone who 

completes every task that is given to her in a timely fashion.”  He further explained that due to 

Lieutenant Sharpe’s absence over the past seven weeks, “Officer Parker’s workload has greatly 

increased and she has been able to handle her added responsibilities at a very high level.” 

Captain Vail reported that in addition to carrying out her regular duties, Officer Parker has 

coordinated NARCAN training, In-Service training, Firearms training and Powerphone training.  

He further explained that Officer Parker took on an additional responsibility in coordinating the 

budget and training requirements as part of the 911 Training Grant.  

Captain Vail relayed that Officer Parker is the Department liaison for the Lynn Police 

recruits that are currently in the academy, and is responsible for assisting them with obtaining 

equipment and addressing their needs while in the Academy.  He also mentioned that during this 

same time period, Officer Parker taught an E.M.T. class at night. As stated by Captain Vail, 

“Officer Parker is worthy of this recognition.” 

From the period of June 23, 2015 – July 22, 2015, Officer Alice Parker has been given 

the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to the spaces 

currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Parker for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: July 13, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Detective Joseph Chadbourne 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Detective Joseph Chadbourne, 

who is assigned to the Domestic Violence Unit. Detective Chadbourne was nominated for this 

honor by Lieutenant Marie Hanlon, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by 

many of our COs/OICs. 

In her written nomination, Lieutenant Hanlon stated that “Detective Chadbourne is 

always hardworking and conscientious in his job, but during the past few weeks he has done an 

exceptionally good job with a large case load consisting of many serious cases.” Lieutenant 

Hanlon went on to discuss several of the recent efforts by Detective Chadbourne, as listed below: 

 Detective Chadbourne recently attended three ECCAP interviews of small children on

allegations of sexual abuse at a local family day care center. According to Lieutenant

Hanlon, the details of the abuse were graphic. Many witnesses were also interviewed, in

conjunction with DCF investigators, and a search warrant was obtained where some

evidence was confiscated. Detective Chadbourne also obtained admissions from the

juvenile suspect. As a result of the investigation, the day care center was closed by the

state licensing board, and charges are pending in juvenile court.

 Detective Chadbourne attended an ECCAP Team in Suffolk County where a young boy

disclosed sexual abuse by a neighbor of a family friend. There were suspicions in the past

about this individual, but never any disclosures or victims willing to come forward and

report it. Complaints will be issued on this case as well.

 Detective Chadbourne also investigated a serious case of elder neglect where the victim

was hospitalized weighing in at 56 pounds and had severe bed sores, which he

photographed. Several interviews were also done on this disturbing case and the District
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Attorney's Office is reviewing all evidence and reports prior to any complaints possibly 

being sought. 

Lieutenant Hanlon also reported that in an eight-hour day, Detective Chadbourne “assists 

Division several times with translation and helps at the front desk when there is a language 

barrier. Often times, the crime may not be domestic related, but he will speak with the victims 

and follow through as much as possible in an attempt to solve a crime or merely write a report.” 

She also stated that in the past few months, “Detective Chadbourne has testified in criminal trials 

as well as a hearing to classify someone as a sexually dangerous person. He has also worked in 

conjunction with DCF on several reported physical child abuse cases and attempted to locate 

individuals wanted on domestic charges, more often than not locating them and making an 

arrest.” 

From the period of July 23, 2015 – August 22, 2015, Detective Joseph Chadbourne has 

been given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to 

the spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Detective Chadbourne for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

To:  Commanding Officers All Divisions 

 

From:  Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

 

Date:  August 13, 2015 

 

Re:  Officer of the Month – Detective Stephen Emery 

    

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Detective Stephen Emery, who is 

assigned to the Drug Task Force. Detective Emery was nominated for this honor by Sergeant 

Richard Carrow, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by many of our 

COs/OICs. 

  

 In his written nomination, Sergeant Carrow discussed Detective Emery’s involvement in 

a fatal shooting incident on Monday, July 13th.   He stated that “the morning started out like most 

for Detective Emery, as he and Detective Michael Ferraro were working on street level narcotics 

interdiction in the Highlands section of the city.”  Sergeant Carrow then reported that after a 

period of time, the officers witnessed a suspected narcotics transaction and quickly decided that 

one would stop the suspected customer and the other would stop the suspected dealer.  He 

explained that Detective Ferraro stopped the customers on Rock Avenue and subsequently 

recovered 6 twists of heroin.  According to Sergeant Carrow, “Detective Emery was able to 

initially stop and approach the dealer in front of a Jefferson Street residence.  It was at this point 

that the dealer made a decision to attempt to flee and avoid arrest by striking Detective Emery 

with the motor vehicle.  As a result, Detective Emery discharged his service weapon in order to 

save his own life.  Unfortunately the dealer was fatally wounded.   Later during the investigation, 

35 additional twists of heroin were recovered from the dealer’s vehicle.”  

 

 As stated by Sergeant Carrow, “Detective Emery has displayed a high quality work ethic 

since being assigned to the unit and has that ‘knack’ for street level narcotics interdiction.  Each 

and every day he goes about the job with a high level of professionalism and commitment; never 

complaining about the routine or mundane assignments or tasks.”  

 

 In conclusion, Sergeant Carrow also commented on Detective Emery’s behavior 

immediately following this incident.  He pointed out that when he and I were reviewing the radio 

transmission from the day of the incident, after Detective Emery had been struck and knocked to 

the ground by a moving motor vehicle, and then had to discharge his firearm; he was heard 

 

52



Officer of the Month 

asking “is anybody with Ferraro?”  Detective Emery’s immediate concern for his partner’s well-

being clearly indicates his high level of professionalism and character. 

From the period of August 23, 2015 – September 22, 2015, Detective Stephen Emery has 

been given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to 

the spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Detective Emery for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: September 11, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Peter Panacopoulos 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Peter Panacopoulos, who is 

assigned to the First Division. Officer Panacopoulos was nominated for this honor by Lieutenant 

David Brown, who spoke on his behalf, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by 

many of our COs/OICs. 

In his written nomination, Lieutenant Brown explained that Officer Panacopoulos was 

recently involved in two separate incidents, which resulted in the recovery of a firearm. 

 During a response for a domestic with Officers Daley and McKenna, Officer

Panacopoulos observed a known male party with a violent history with weapons near the

address of the reported incident. The officers observed the suspect crouch down, and then

walk away.  While Officer McKenna stayed with the suspect, Officer Panacopoulos

walked to the location where he had seen the suspect crouching down, and observed a

handgun on the ground.

 In a separate incident, while dispersing a group of homeless people from behind 50

Lynnway, Officer Panacopoulos observed two individuals looking for something in the

bushes, which turned out to be a firearm.

As stated by Lieutenant Brown, “Officer Panacopoulos is assigned to the central part of

the city, in Car 9 and Car 15 on the First Division. He and his partners practice route ownership, 

and are quick to address the less glamorous quality of life issues that come up. They do not 

hesitate to PC or arrest the serial inebriates that frequent their route.”  In addition, Lieutenant 

Brown pointed out that due to his skills and high level of professionalism, 

Officer Panacopoulos is often chosen to help train the newer officers. 
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From the period of September 23, 2015 – October 22, 2015, Officer Peter Panacopoulos 

has been given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next 

to the spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Panacopoulos for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: October 15, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Thomas Morley 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Thomas Morley, who is 

assigned to the Third Division. Officer Morley was nominated for this honor by Lieutenant 

Glenn Dunnigan, who spoke on his behalf, and this nomination was also seconded and approved 

by many of our COs/OICs. 

In his written nomination, Lieutenant Dunnigan explained that Officer Morley is 

currently assigned to one of the busiest downtown routes on the Third Division, Day Shift - Car 

9 and Car 15. He also stated that “Officer Morley is an experienced veteran officer who 

consistently addresses the many issues on his route, and is highly respected by his fellow 

officers.” 

Lieutenant Dunnigan also discussed the following areas in which Officer Morley excels: 

 His car regularly responds to the many Section 12s issued by Eliot Services and he

continually maintains a professional attitude and caring demeanor toward the clients he

encounters.

 Officer Morley regularly practices "route ownership" and has recently met with city

officials from Parking, Inspectional Services, Lynn Housing, and the new landlord of a

Hanover Street apartment complex, regarding the ongoing issues at that location. They

are collaborating on ways to better police the property by utilizing cameras, improved

security systems, locks, and tenant screenings.

 He has done daily patrols through the MBTA garage, Munroe Street, and the Beacon

Chevrolet site, which have resulted in several arrests and the identification of potential

clients for the Behavior Health Unit.

56



Officer of the Month 

 Officer Morley also addresses the traffic concerns and other “hot spots” on his route,

while responding to the many calls for service. He regularly forwards information to the

drug units for follow-up investigations.

As stated by Lieutenant Dunnigan, “Officer Morley continues to perform his duties

consistently and professionally and never complains about the job or the citizens he serves; and 

for those reasons and many others, he is a great candidate for Officer of the Month.”  

From the period of October 23, 2015 – November 22, 2015, Officer Thomas Morley has 

been given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to 

the spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Morley for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: November 12, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Mark Nerich 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Mark Nerich, who is 

assigned to the First Division. Officer Nerich was nominated for this honor by Deputy Chief 

Leonard Desmarais, and this nomination was also seconded and approved by many of our 

COs/OICs, including Lieutenant David Brown, who also spoke on his behalf. 

In his written nomination, Deputy Chief Desmarais discussed Officer Nerich’s arrest 

activity since July 1st, and stated that his record shows that “he is a hard-working officer who day 

in and day out, patrols his assigned route in a pro-active manner.” He reported that in the five 

month period, from July 1 to November 1, 2015, Officer Nerich is listed as an arresting officer 

thirty-four times.  Deputy Chief Desmarais also pointed out that “half of those thirty-four arrests 

were due to self- initiated stops that were made regardless of whether Officer Nerich was 

working a one or two officer unit, or whether he was working with one of his regular partners or 

training a new officer.” 

Deputy Desmarais briefly described fifteen incidents involving Officer Nerich, fourteen 

of which were self-initiated, and noted that many of the reports included references such as “Was 

on proactive patrol…”  “We noticed…”  “Observed…” He also stated that “all of the arrests 

occurred on streets where street crime is the highest; and also all involved persons who are 

known to drive crime, and the fear of crime, due to their persistent involvement in drug use, 

prostitution, public drinking, gang-related activity, larcenies or anti-social behavior.” 

In addition, Deputy Chief Desmarais mentioned that “Officer Nerich’s pro-active work 

also includes responding to ongoing problems that greatly impact the quality of life of many 

residents” and that “he works hard to address the moped/scooter/dirt bike issue that generates 

numerous complaints to the department.”  He also relayed that “Officer Nerich works hard to 

address specific persons, such as Impact Players and specific locations, such the MBTA Station,” 

and that “he refers individuals to the BHU in the hope that some assistance with their underlying 

issues may limit their negative encounters with others and with the department.” 
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From the period of November 23, 2015 – December 22, 2015, Officer Mark Nerich has 

been given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to 

the spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  

Congratulations and thank you to Officer Nerich for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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LYNN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

300 WASHINGTON STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Commanding Officers All Divisions 

From: Chief Kevin F. Coppinger 

Date: December 11, 2015 

Re: Officer of the Month – Officer Jennifer Almonte 

PLEASE READ AT ALL ROLL CALLS 

The ‘Officer of the Month’ award recognizes the efforts of an individual with the rank 

of patrol officer from Division or a Special Unit who has demonstrated exceptional dedication in 

the performance of his/her duties during the previous month. I am very pleased to announce that 

our selection for this month’s LPD ‘Officer of the Month’ is Officer Jennifer Almonte, who is 

assigned to the First Division. Officer Almonte was nominated for this honor by Lieutenant 

Marie Hanlon of the Domestic Violence Unit, and this nomination was also seconded and 

approved by many of our COs/OICs. 

In her written nomination, Lieutenant Hanlon stated that “although Officer Almonte has 

only been working for the LPD for two years, she has been involved in many serious incidents 

within the city and always handles herself in a professional manner.” She also mentioned that 

“even in the most stressful situations, Officer Almonte is able to perform her duties and convey 

the information needed in a calm manner.” 

Lieutenant Hanlon reported that “Officer Almonte was recently called to assist officers at 

a Lynnway location, when a Spanish speaking victim was found by a civilian witness, partially 

unclothed and stating that she had been raped.” According to Lieutenant Hanlon, “she was able 

to get pertinent information needed for the arrest of the suspect, as well as the information 

needed for medical personnel and for investigators who were working this case.” 

Lieutenant Hanlon also stated that “Officer Almonte is able to gather an abundance of 

information and form a well-written and complete report.”  She also relayed that 

“Officer Almonte is able to develop a rapport with a variety of victims, and is well-respected by 

her coworkers. According to Lieutenant Hanlon, not only do other members of the LPD 

recognize her skills, but individuals from other agencies have also spoken to her about 

Officer Almonte's work, including the District Attorney's Office and the Department of Children 

and Families.  

From the period of December 23, 2015 – January 22, 2016, Officer Jennifer Almonte has 

been given the exclusive use (24/7) of a designated parking space, which is located right next to 

the spaces currently reserved for our Captains.  
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Congratulations and thank you to Officer Almonte for a job well done. 

___________________________ 

Kevin F. Coppinger 

Chief of Police 
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Crime Trends & Statistics 

The UCR CRIME REPORTS (UCR) Program is a nationwide, cooperative summary statistical 

effort of more than 17,000 city, university, college, county, state, tribal, and federal law 

enforcement agencies voluntarily reporting data on crimes.  The UCR Program collects offense 

information for the following crimes: aggravated assault, forcible rape, murder, robbery, arson, 

burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft. It also collects information on the characteristics of 

persons arrested, victims, offenders in homicides, non-negligent manslaughter and offenders of 

hate crimes. Overall the City of Lynn experienced a 2% decrease in its crime rate this year. 

Lynn Police Department 

Statistics 

Year 

2010 

Year 

2011 

Year 

2012 

Year 

2013 

Year 

2014 

Year 

2015 

Crimes-FBI Index 

Crimes (UCR) Total 

3269 3436 3246 3213 2972 2874 

Aggravated Assault 464 522 476 509 465 450 

Auto Theft 300 344 268 249 219 303 

Burglary 605 731 609 522 445 435 

Forcible Rape 43 26 43 35 20 35 

Larcenies 1642 1627 1673 1703 1657 1473 

Murder and Non- 

Negligent Homicide 

3 3 2 3 4 2 

Robbery 212 183 175 192 163 176 

Incident Reports 

Generated by Lynn 

Police 

11194 13274 12852 13235 13750 13193 

Motor Vehicle Citations 

Issued by Lynn Police 

11886 11043 12529 13916  16474 17779 

Restraining Orders-New 1217 1213 1098 1101 1034 1127 

Pawns 15892 18140 18849 17900 16362 16735 

Protective Custody 220 187 263 315 326 258 

Support Staff 16 15 15 15 15 15 

Sworn Officers 

(Beginning of Year-End 

of Year) 

173-173 173-183 183-181 181-185 185-185 185-183
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The Lynn Police Department saw a 50% reduction in murders 

during 2015. There were 2 murders in 2015, compared to 4 

murders in 2014.  
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The Lynn Police Department saw an 8% increase in 

robberies during 2015. The robberies climbed from 163 in 

2014, to 176 during 2015, compared to 192 robberies 

during 2013. 
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The Lynn Police Department saw a 2% decrease in burglaries during 2015. 

Burglaries have been on the decline since 2013, which saw a high of 552. There 

were 435 reported burglaries in the City of Lynn during 2015.  
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Motor vehicle larcenies rose 38% in 2015. There were 303 motor vehicle 

larcenies in 2015, compared to 219 in 2014, and 249 in 2013. The large 

increase is believed to stem from the dramatic rise in reported moped and 

motor scooter thefts, which are now classified as motor vehicle larcenies 

for reporting purposes.  
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The Lynn Police Department saw an 11% reduction in reported 

larcenies. There were 1473 reported larcenies in 2015, compared 

with 1657 in 2014, and 1703 larcenies in 2013. 
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Lynn Police Department 

Statistics 

YEAR 

2010 

YEAR 

2011 

YEAR 

2012 

YEAR 

2013 

YEAR 

2014 

YEAR 

2015 

Accidents-Total 3196 3329 3158 3446 2704 2931 

Property Damage 2702 2856 2663 2883 2112 2327 

Personal Injury 494 473 495 563 592 604 

Fatal 3 2 4 5 4 1 

Arrests 3226 3391 3309 3644 3424 3466 

Dispatched Call Total 73932 77379 75622 75271 84404 87802 

Top 20 Service Calls 

911 Hang up 2272 2272 1802 1543 1478 1554 

Alarms 4626 4412 4407 4534 4668 4869 

Check Area 5157 7953 8128 6137 7823 6721 

Check Person 912 1127 1075 1309 1626 1527 

Disturbances 3727 3575 3648 3858 3535 3712 

Domestic Related 1750 1688 1653 1434 1607 1398 

Fight 942 845 855 780 749 811 

Investigation 1883 1958 1761 1865 1776 1719 

Juvenile Problem 926 885 821 807 690 739 

Larceny 1328 1635 1267 1304 1399 1303 

Medical Aid 7641 7854 7762 7841 8043 8457 

Motor Vehicle Accidents 3497 3491 3359 3567 3582 2892 

Motor Vehicle (Parked) 1529 2160 1495 1759 1983 3111 

Motor Vehicle Problems 1046 1060 848 905 859 1263 

Motor Vehicle Stops 6842 7204 6940 6886 13950 14718 

Noise Complaints 4190 3411 3541 3551 3653 3602 

Other Service 4754 4940 3689 3335 2820 2906 

Serve Paper 3434 3723 3654 4001 3774 4331 

Vandalism 1172 1190 1021 888 904 829 
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Heroin Overdoses 

There is a heroin epidemic in the City of Lynn and throughout the country.  The amount 

of heroin overdoses in Lynn increased 16% during 2015, while heroin overdose deaths 

decreased 17%. Lynn had 336 heroin overdoses in 2015, compared to 290 in 2014. 

There were 38 overdose deaths in Lynn during 2015, compared to 46 heroin overdose 

deaths in 2014.  

To reduce the number of fatalities which can result from opiate overdoses, the Lynn 

Police Department recently trained their officers in the proper prehospital 

administration of nasal naloxone (Nasal narcan). Fatal and nonfatal overdoses result 

from the abuse of opiates such as heroin, morphine, oxycodone, and percocet.  In order 

to implement a safe and responsible Nasal Naloxone Plan, the department has 

established a professional affiliation with Medical Control Physician (MCP), Dr. 

Bennett Shamsai of the North Shore Medical Center.  Every member of the Lynn Police 

Department has been trained on how to administer nasal narcan. 

It is the policy of the Lynn Police Department to dispatch a patrol unit to any call that 

relates to a drug overdose. The goal of the responding officers is to provide immediate 

assistance through the use of naloxone where appropriate, to provide any treatment 

commensurate with their training as first responders, to assist other EMS personnel on 

scene, and to handle any criminal investigation that may arise.  All Lynn patrol units are 

equipped with two naloxone kits that can be used for a suspected opiate overdose. The 

naloxone possessed by the Lynn police officers is a nasal spray and can be easily 

administered when needed to the patient. Naloxone has been available since the 1960s, 

but was recently developed as a nasal spray. It should be noted that if this drug is 

administered to a person who is not suffering an opiate overdose, it will not harm them.  

Massachusetts Laws impose no limitation on who may possess and administer nasal 

naloxone and only require that it is obtained with a prescription and administered in 

good faith. In Massachusetts any public official or law enforcement officer acting in the 

regular performance of his official duties may lawfully possess and distribute naloxone.  

The goal of this program is to reduce the number of fatalities from opiate overdoses and 

to have the victims obtain treatment for their addiction. 

70



Crime Trends & Statistics 

71



Crime Trends & Statistics 

With the epidemic of youth gun violence throughout the late 1980’s and 1990’s, the Lynn 

Police Department realized the importance of tracking all incidents that involve the use of 

a firearm. In 2015, there were 168 total incidents involving a firearm, 16 persons shot, 

and 35 firearms recovered in the City of Lynn.  
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Patrol Division 

The Patrol Division and the Traffic Unit provide both traditional and 

community policing services to the citizens of Lynn. Their primary goal is to maintain 

professional, highly trained and well educated police officers to provide the community with the 

highest level of police service and protection. Lynn patrol officers handle the initial response to 

emergency 911 calls for service, regular calls for service and complete the initial report of 

criminal activity. Many criminal investigations are also conducted at the patrol level. 

Patrol officers are the most visible police presence in the community and it is their job to provide 

primary law enforcement services to the public 24 hours a day, every day of the year. Patrol 

officers are trained to quickly respond, assess, and manage all kinds of situations. By far, they 

are the most public element of the department by virtue of their response to calls for service in 

the community. 

The Patrol Division is subdivided into three divisions constructed according to eight hour tours 

of duty.  The First Division works 1700-0100 hours, the Second Division works 0100-0900 

hours and the Third Division works 0900-1700 hours. 

The uniformed officers assigned to the three Patrol Divisions continuously patrol the city’s six 

routes in marked cruisers, using a combination of six one officer and four two officer units. The 

goal of this “preventive patrol” is to deter crime by maintaining a highly visible presence in the 

community. It also makes the officers available to respond rapidly to calls for service. The 

department’s reputation is built upon these officers’ interaction and relationship with the 

community. 

Patrol Captain Christopher 

Reddy is the supervisor of 

the Lynn Police Department 

Patrol Division and the 

Traffic Unit. Captain Reddy 

reports to Deputy Chief 

Leonard Desmarais. The 

Patrol Division is the 

backbone of the department 

and under his span of control 

are five lieutenants, fifteen 

sergeants, and one hundred 

one patrolmen. Additionally, 

Captain Reddy supervises the 

Traffic Unit, which consists 

of one sergeant and five 

patrolman.  
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Patrol Division 

Patrolman: July 26, 1993 

Sergeant: September 28, 2011 

Lieutenant: August 12, 2014 

The Commanding Officer of the 

Third Division is Lieutenant Glenn 

Dunnigan. Lieutenant Dunnigan’s 

Division operates from 9:00 a.m. 

through 5:00 p.m. The street 

supervisors for the Third Division 

are Sergeants: Ted Cusack, Henry 

Wojewodzic, Bob Godbout, Dave 

McEnaney, and Mike Kmiec. 

Patrolman: January 29, 1995 

Sergeant: August 23, 2002 

Lieutenant: April 20, 2005 

The Commanding Officer of the 

First Division is Lieutenant Dave 

Brown. Lieutenant Brown’s 

Division operates from 5:00 p.m. 

through 1:00 a.m. The street 

supervisors for the First Division 

are Sergeants: Donald Gates, 

Donald Kasle, Tom McDermott, 

Tim Hallisey, and Larry Wentzell. 

Patrolman: October 5, 1992 

Sergeant: February 17, 2000 

Lieutenant June 7, 2011 

Lieutenant Luke Dean is the 

Executive Officer assigned to the 

First Division. Lieutenant Dean 

works two days with Lieutenant 

Brown and spends time 

conducting executive assignments 

while his remaining days he acts 

as the Commanding Officer of the 

First Division. 

74



Patrol Division 

2015 Division Comparison Arrest Chart  

(Includes Arrests, Warrants, Courtesy Booking & Protective Custody) 

First Division Second Division Third Division Total 

Arrests 1,170 491 1,126 2,787 

Courtesy Booking 55 39 39 133 

Protective Custody 129 71 58 258 

Warrant Arrest 75 59 154 288 

Total 1,429 660 1,377 3,466 

2015 Division Comparison Calls for Service 

Calls for 

Service 

First Division Second Division Third Division Total 

33,093 18,622 36,167 87,882 

Patrolman: July 26, 1993 

Sergeant: October 3, 2006 

Lieutenant: June 3, 2014 

The Commanding Officer of the 

Second Division is Lieutenant 

Jim Flynn. Lieutenant Flynn’s 

Division operates from 1:00 a.m. 

through 9:00 a.m. The street 

supervisors are Sergeants: Mike 

Kenny, Tim Magner, Paul Cotter, 

Rob Avery, and John Geary. 

Patrolman: April 8, 1985 

Sergeant: August 19, 2003 

Lieutenant August 18, 2010 

Lieutenant James Shorten is the 

Relief Commanding Officer for 

the Second & Third Divisions. 

Lieutenant Shorten works the 

“swing shift” and relieves 

Lieutenant Flynn and Lieutenant 

Dunnigan on their days off.  
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Patrol Division 

Section 12 Medical Rescue 

On November 25, 2015, at approximately 4:00 

p.m., Officer Joseph Curley was on routine patrol

conducting an area check of the MBTA parking

garage. Upon reaching the top level of the

garage, Officer Curley encountered a twenty-

seven year old white female distraught and

threatening to jump from the ledge of one of the

columns to the roadway. The ledge where the

victim was standing was approximately five

stories above the roadway and only about 1.5 feet

wide. Officer Curley exited his cruiser and began

a conversation with the female. Officer Curley

asked the woman to step down from the ledge

several times and she refused repeatedly stating

that she was going to jump and commit suicide.

Officer Curley calmly radioed this situation into

dispatch while maintaining a conversation with

the victim. Officer Curley slowly inched his way

closer and closer to the victim as other cruisers

began to arrive on scene.  Officer Curley sensed

the woman was about to jump from the edge of

the parking garage and swooped her from the

ledge by wrapping his arms around her and

pulling her to safety. Several police officers and

ambulance personnel were on scene and assisted

placing the woman into an ambulance and

transported her to the hospital for an evaluation.

The MBTA parking garage is located at 

325 Broad Street in Lynn. Pictured above 

is the ledge where Officer Curley first 

encountered this woman.    

76



Patrol Division 

Illegal Discharge of a Firearm 

On April 12, 2015, at approximately 2:00 a.m. Car 17, (Officers Paul Holey & Manuel Torres) 

reported hearing a gunshot fired from a dark colored sedan traveling on the Lynnway into Lynn 

from Revere.  

Sergeant Robert Avery was in the vicinity when he heard this broadcast and shortly thereafter 

observed a dark colored motor vehicle traveling towards him at a high rate of speed. Sergeant 

Avery noted that the car was smoking as it sped past him. Sergeant Avery conducted a U-turn 

and activated his lights and siren in an attempt to catch up to this motor vehicle. The car refused 

to stop and was emitting smoke as it traveled down the roadway. Sergeant Avery radioed this 

information into the station and eventually the car came to a stop on Sidney Avenue. 

In the vehicle were three occupants. A 38 caliber Smith & Wesson revolver was found on the 

backseat passenger. The handgun smelled of recently being fired and had five spent shell casings 

inside. Sergeant Avery and the other police officers who had arrived on scene to assist observed 

thousands of dollars on the floor of the motor vehicle where the backseat passenger had been 

sitting. The backseat passenger told the officers that they could have all the money if they did not 

report this incident and told them to split it up amongst themselves. The driver of the car was 

arrested for failure to stop for the police, speeding, and failing to use his turn signal. The 

backseat passenger was charged with bribing a public employee, carrying a firearm under the 

influence of liquor, discharging a firearm on or near a highway, and drinking alcohol from an 

open container.   
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Community Liaison Team 

On Sunday May 3, 2015, the Community Liaison Team was reinstated through the Staffing 

Grant and funded through October 2015.  It is anticipated that funds will be available in 2016 

through the Staffing Grant to reinstate this highly successful program.  The Community Liaison 

Team is comprised of four officers who work between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. 

These officers fall under the command of the on duty Third and First Division Commanding 

Officer.  Community Liaison Team members are assigned to patrol specific target areas during 

their shift to address the needs of the community.  These officers engage in bike patrol, foot 

patrol and marked unit patrol. Bike patrol is the preferred method and foot patrol follows second 

making them readily accessible to the citizens of Lynn.  The Community Liaison Team officers 

are a valuable asset to the community and address quality of life issues.  The four officers 

assigned to the Community Liaison Team in 2015 included: 

Officer Manny Gasca Officer Peter Alexander 

Officer Titou Kim Officer Ronald Brown 
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Community Liaison Team 

During the warmer weather in the spring of 2015, there was an increase in 

motor vehicle breaks and larcenies in the downtown area. Members of the 

Lynn Police Community Liaison Team spent time speaking with drivers who 

used the municipal lots in downtown Lynn. Motorists were advised to lock 

their doors, roll up their car windows and to not leave any valuables viewable 

before leaving their motor vehicle. 
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Traffic Division 

Sergeant Edward Shinnick 

Sergeant Edward 

Shinnick is the 

supervisor of the Traffic 

Division and falls under 

the command of 

Captain Christopher 

Reddy. Sergeant 

Shinnick is the direct 

supervisor for the 

Traffic Safety Unit and 

the Accident 

Investigation Unit. 

Sergeant Shinnick is 

also responsible for 

overseeing the 

Insurance Fraud 

Bureau, handling 

citation hearings at the 

courthouse for both criminal and civil citations, and writing traffic grants for the Lynn Police 

Department.  

Traffic Safety Unit 

Officer Michael Eddows and Officer Thomas Holland are assigned to the Traffic Safety Unit and 

proactively target areas of concern for residents and high risk traffic areas. In particular they 

target school zones during the school 

year. These officers are responsible 

for placing the speed trailer at various 

locations to remind motorists of speed 

limits and to give them information 

pertaining to traffic enforcement 

campaigns such as “Click it or 

Ticket” & “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 

Over.” They fall under the command 

of Sergeant Shinnick and work the 

hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Both Officer Michael Eddows and 

Officer Thomas Holland are certified 

drug recognition experts and assist 

other police officers in the department due to the increasing number of OUI drug responses. The 

certification allows these officers to evaluate suspects through a testing process which includes the 

horizontal gaze nystagmus, vertical gaze nystagmus, lack of convergence, pupil size and reaction to 

light, pulse, blood pressure, body temperature, and muscle tone tests. The evaluation provides 
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Traffic Division 

evidence to help obtain convictions and serves an important function in ruling out medical 

conditions and reducing liability in motor vehicle accidents. 

Traffic Investigation Unit 

Officer John Meaney, Officer Robert LeBlanc, and Officer John Folan, are assigned to the Traffic 

Investigation Unit. They supplement the Patrol Division by investigating hit and run crashes, serious 

bodily injury crashes, and fatal crashes. They are trained in accident reconstruction and work hand in 

hand with the Massachusetts State Police Collision Analysis and Reconstruction Team.  

2015 Traffic Division Statistics 

Citations issued Crashes Fatalities Personal Injury No Injuries 

17,779 2,931 1 Lynnway 604 2,327 

 Officer John Meaney 

 Officer Robert 

Leblanc

 Officer John 

Folan
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Traffic Division 

Insurance Fraud Bureau 

Lead Investigator Matt Wrinn is an 

employee for the Insurance Fraud 

Bureau of Massachusetts (IFB) and 

his office is located directly inside 

the Lynn Police Station. The IFB is a 

unique investigative agency 

dedicated to protecting the public by 

uncovering and eliminating 

insurance fraud. The Traffic 

Division continues to team up with 

the Insurance Fraud Bureau in order 

to investigate fraudulent accidents, 

false injury claims, and fraud 

associated with stolen motor 

vehicles.  The IFB was created by 

the Massachusetts Legislature in 1990 and is wholly funded by the insurance agency. The 

organization has proved to be highly effective and reduced claims by hundreds of millions of 

dollars and led to the reduction in auto insurance rates in the City of Lynn. If you suspect 

fraudulent activity you can contact the IFB on their confidential helpline at 1-800-32Fraud (1-

800-323-7283).  Officer Robert LeBlanc works directly with the IFB and worked on 16 cases of

insurance fraud in 2015 in the City of Lynn. The IFB has processed over 165 cases of suspected

insurance fraud in the City of Lynn since 2003.

Taxi Cab Inspections 

On June 24-25, 2015, the City of 

Lynn performed its annual taxi and 

livery vehicle inspections requested 

on behalf of Mary Audley, City 

Clerk of Lynn. This inspection 

involves the verification of proper 

licensing and registration of the 

vehicles and the operators of such 

vehicles, the proper markings inside 

and outside of the vehicles and 

copies of the city ordinances.  

The vehicle safety inspection was 

held at the City of Lynn Department 

of Public Works (DPW).  It was 

conducted by Officer Bob LeBlanc, DPW supervisor Anthony Gately, DPW mechanics Ron 

D’Urso, Ron MacDonald and Peter Barry. Also assisting with this inspection were the Registry 
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Traffic Division 

of Motor Vehicles Safety & Compliance Inspection Unit and the Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Inspection and Maintenance Division.  

Traffic Grants 

Sergeant Shinnick & Captain Christopher Reddy are responsible for writing and implementing 

traffic grants. These grants include the Traffic Enforcement Grant, which includes traditional 

programs such as Click It or Ticket & Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over, the Sustained Traffic 

Enforcement Program (STEP), and the Pedestrian and Bicycle Traffic Enforcement Pilot 

Program.  

The Traffic Enforcement Grant had five mobilizations and the Lynn Police Department received 

$4,000.00 dollars per mobilization. These mobilizations included: 

 “Speed and Aggressive Driving”

 “Distracted Driving”

 “Click It or Ticket”

 Two mobilizations for “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”

The Executive Office of Public Safety and Security Highway Safety Division (EOPSS) Office has 

chosen the City of Lynn as one of seven local police departments to receive funding for the Sustained 

Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP). These grants are targeted to enforcement surrounding Click It 

or Ticket and Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over, which are programs funded by EOPSS. The Lynn 

Police Department was awarded $150,000.00 through the STEP Grant in 2015. This program is a data 

driven, sustained high visibility, yearlong traffic enforcement effort to provide maximum visibility to 

drivers by law enforcement patrols for deterrent purposes.  Click on the link to see a Lynn police video 

promoting the STEP Grant.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKZNKobOXkc.  

In addition to the Step Grant the Lynn Police Department was awarded a Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Traffic Enforcement Grant. The Lynn Police Department received up to $40,404.00 dollars for 

fiscal years 2015 and 2016. This program is different than previous stepped up enforcement 

programs with the Highway Safety Division of EOPSS, because the work entails not just issuing 

citations and warnings but to assist with the awareness and education surrounding pedestrian and 

bicycle safety. 

2015 Lynn’s Ten Worst Intersections # of Accidents 

1. Chestnut St/ Western Ave –         20 

2. Eastern Ave/Western Ave/Stanwood-      20 

3. Broad St/Market St –         16 

4. Western Ave/Washington St –       16 

5. Western Ave/Franklin St –         15 

6. Centre St/Western Ave –         13 

7. Commercial St/Lynnway –         13 

8. Commercial St/Summer St –         13 

9. Boston St/Ford St –          12 

10. Chestnut St/Essex St –         11 

83

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKZNKobOXkc


Behavioral Health Unit 

Pictured from left to right are Erin 

Huckabee, Jennifer Waczkowski, and 

Roberto “Tito” Rodriguez. They are 

mental health and substance abuse 

clinicians who comprise the Behavioral 

Health Unit located inside the Lynn 

Police Station.  This unit is new and 

was formed on the premise that the 

prevalence of mental illness and 

substance abuse problems in Lynn is a 

driving force behind many crimes and 

arrests that take place in the city.  

The Lynn Police Department was 

awarded two concurrent grants in 

2014 to address mental illness and substance abuse issues that police officers often encounter 

during the performance of their duties.  Officers are faced with making a decision to arrest an 

individual for often times minor offenses, when the need for much of this population is increased 

mental health and substance abuse services. When officers do make arrests for these offenses 

they are often released without a mechanism to address their need for treatment.  Erin Huckabee, 

Jennifer Waczkowski and Roberto “Tito” Rodriguez are working with the police to help get 

people connected with more appropriate services. 

The Lynn Police Department’s Behavioral Health Unit is located on the first floor of the Lynn 

Police Station and is staffed full time by three professional mental health and substance abuse 

clinicians, Monday through Friday. The clinicians provide assessment services, short term 

treatment, linkages and referrals to mental health and substance abuse services, and follow up 

support to ensure adherence to services. The clinicians often ride with officers and respond to 

locations to help potential clients who may be suffering from a mental health issue or substance 

abuse issue. The clinicians also meet their clients by reviewing overdose and arrests reports, and 

from clients who walk into the station and request to speak with them. The key to the program is 

communication between the Lynn police officers and the clinicians. Lynn police officers 

frequently refer individuals in the community who are struggling with mental health or substance 

abuse issues to the Behavioral Health Unit.  These referrals may prevent crime, an overdose, or 

other incidents requiring a police response from occurring in the future.  

Lynn Police Department’s Behavioral Health Unit (BHU) Responsibilities and Statistics 

 Provide Outreach to Individuals and Victims of:  Heroin overdoses, prostitution

arrests, persons placed in protective custody, and referrals from the Lynn Police

Department, community providers, and municipal personnel.

 Family Work: Conduct biweekly support groups out of the Lynn Police Department,

provide psychoeducation on substance abuse and referrals to harm reduction programs

and/or self-care support.

 Police Work: Model de-escalation techniques, best practices when working with

individuals in crisis, bridge the gap between individuals served and law enforcement, and

work collaboratively with the special police units such as the Domestic Violence Unit

and the Drug Task Force.
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Behavioral Health Unit 

 Community Work: Participate in monthly criminal justice and mental health meetings

and the Massachusetts Opioid Abuse Prevention Collaborative (MOAPC) meetings led

by Project Cope. Co-created the Lynn Overdose Prevention Team (LOPT), which is a

small group that targets high risk individuals.  Participants of the NSCC/Lynn

Community Safety Initiative panel on the opioid epidemic. The B.H.U. has established

strong relationships with community providers including: Eliot Community Human

Services, Lynn Community Health Center, Lynn Shelter Association, Lynn Housing

Authority, Supportive Services for Veteran’s Families, North Shore Veterans Counseling

Services, Healthy Streets, Lynn District Court Probation, Lynn District Court Clinician,

Drug Court Coordinator, Veteran Service Office, GLSS, Project Cope, Habit OPCO, My

Brother’s Table, Family Success Center and PACE/Element Care.

 Current Statistics: September 2014-January 2016: There were 764 persons

recommended for B.H.U. outreach, 401 or 52% of those were referred to some type of

service that included detoxification, intensive outpatient program, inpatient

hospitalization, outpatient counseling, residential program, medically assisted treatment,

family support program and harm reduction program.  Just under half or 45% of the

people engaged in the referred services.

 1st Year, July 2014-June 2015: 65% of referrals were “Reactive” i.e.: response to

overdose reports, prostitution arrest, protective custody and police lock-up, while 35% of

referrals were “Proactive.”

 2nd Year (7 months) July 2015-January 2016: 35% of referrals were “Reactive” while

65% of referrals were “Proactive” i.e.: officer, partner agency, court clinic, walk-in,

family or word of mouth.
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Behavioral Health Unit 

Additional Statistics: September 2014 – January 2016 

 Gender: 54% Male, 46% Female

 Age: 3% 19 and under, 26% 20-29, 29% 30-39, 16% 40-49, 19% 50-59, 7% 60 and over.

55% were within the 20-39 year old age range.

 Residency: 77% Lynn Residents, 23% Non-Resident
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Behavioral Health Unit 

 Client Profiles:
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Criminal Investigation Division 

Captain Mark O’Toole is in charge of the Criminal Investigations Division. His duties include 

managing personnel, approving reports and supervising all major crime investigations within the 

department. He also conducts investigations and works on the street with the units under his 

command. In addition, the Criminal Investigation Division is the department’s point of contact 

for other law enforcement agencies conducting their own investigations. They work very closely 

with local departments, State Police, the District Attorney’s Office and Federal Agencies.  

Patrolman: May 5, 1986 

Sergeant: October 5, 1994 

Lieutenant: March 25, 1997 

Captain: November 21, 2000 

Captain Mark O’Toole is the 

supervisor of the Criminal 

Investigation Division. The 

following units fall under his span 

of control: Detectives Unit, Lynn 

Drug Task Force, Domestic 

Violence Unit, Youth Services 

Unit, Special Investigations Unit, 

Identification Unit and the Gang 

Unit. Captain O’Toole reports to 

the Deputy Chief of Operations, 

Leonard Desmarais.  

Patrolman: February 14, 1983 

Sergeant: March 9, 1993 

Lieutenant: March 21, 2000 

Lieutenant Thomas Reddy is the 

Executive Officer in Charge of the 

Lynn Police Detective Unit 

comprised of Lieutenant 

Christopher Kelly, Detectives 

Timothy Ferrari, Stephen Pohle, 

Paul Galatis and Thomas Mulvey. 

The Detective Unit is responsible 

for the follow up of all major 

crimes as well as any other crimes 

requiring an investigation. 
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Criminal Investigation Division 

Patrolman: July 28, 1997 

Sergeant: April 20, 2005 

Lieutenant: October 27, 2009 

Lieutenant Christopher Kelly joined the 

Detectives Unit in June of 2014. He has 

attended several training academies 

including Col. Henry F. William’s 

Homicide Seminar which took place in 

Albany, New York, search warrant 

training, and training with the 

Department of Transitional Assistance 

pertaining to fraud with EBT and food 

stamp cards.   Lieutenant Kelly shares 

the case load with the other detectives 

assigned to the unit and his 

responsibilities include follow up of 

larcenies, robberies, home break-ins and 

homicides.  

 Detective Timothy Ferrari         Detective Steve Pohle 

      Detective Paul Galatis           Detective Tom Mulvey 
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Criminal Investigation Division 

The Lynn Police Detectives Office conducts a 

variety of criminal investigations which include, but 

are not limited to, the following types of crimes: 

breaking and entering, unarmed and armed 

robberies, larcenies, and scams. Using a number of 

solvability factors, certain cases receive immediate 

follow up by a detective after it has been reviewed. 

Some cases must be screened out due to insufficient 

information that lends itself to closure. In addition, 

they are responsible for the investigation of 

homicides and suspicious deaths, as well as 

incidents of a violent nature. The Lynn Police 

Detectives Unit has a close working relationship 

with the State police investigators assigned to Essex 

County District Attorney Jonathan Blodgett’s 

Office.   

The Lynn Police Detectives Unit handles an extremely large case load which can be difficult to 

manage at times. The following highlights provide a sample of the assignments Lynn detectives 

handled in 2015. 

Convenient Store & Business Armed Robbery Investigations 
On July 23, 2015, Lynn Police 

Detective Stephen Pohle arrested

a  black male, age 29, for the

attempted armed robbery of 

Welch’s Florist located at 121 

Essex Street in Lynn. Just after 

1:00 p.m. on Thursday July 23rd, 

a masked male entered Welch’s 

Florist Shop armed with a 

handgun and attempted to rob the 

business. The florist on duty was 

unable to open the cash register 

and the suspect fled the 

establishment. The clerk 

contacted the Lynn Police and 
provided a detailed description of 

the assailant.  Lynn Police 

Detective Stephen Pohle heard the dispatch for the armed robbery at Welch’s Florist and went 

directly to the vicinity of the suspects home. Detective Pohle had been assigned several other

armed robberies and suspected that he was responsible for these crimes. As Detective Pohle and

other Lynn police officers arrived in the area they observed the suspect approaching his

residence. He was in possession of a pellet pistol and a mask and was eventually placed under

arrest for attempted armed robbery. 

The suspect was arraigned in Lynn District Court on July 24, 2015, and charged with five counts

of armed robbery and one count of attempted armed robbery. It is believed that he committed a

string of convenient store armed robberies beginning in July of 2014, and ending on July 23, 

2015. In total he was charged with 7 counts of armed robbery and 1 count of attempted armed

robbery.  

Roberta Davis is a data entry operator 

who works inside the Criminal 

Investigation Division assisting the 

detectives. 
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Criminal Investigation Division 

Bank Robbery Investigation 

On May 20, 2015, a white male bank robbery suspect was arrested for robbing Eastern Bank on

Market Street the prior morning. The suspect threatened to activate a bomb in his bag during the

bank robbery if the bank teller refused to hand over all of the money she had in her control.  The 

Lynn Police Department received several tips identifying the suspect after posting a photograph

of him on social media holding the bag and robbing the bank.   

On May 20th at approximately 9:30 

a.m. Detective Thomas Mulvey 
spotted the suspect on Lewis Street, 
and observed him flee into his 

apartment.

Lynn police officers and detectives 

secured the perimeter of the home 

and evacuated the other tenants 

from the building. Lynn police 

officers feared that the suspect was 

possibly in possession of some type 

of explosive device. 

Detective Lieutenant Tom 

Reddy contacted the suspect 
from the Lynn Police Station, via

telephone, and urged him to surrender. He was at first reluctant and refused to exit the building.

Lieutenant Reddy was able to maintain communication with the suspect on the phone for over

an hour while the State Police Entry Team and Bomb Squad were notified.  Lieutenant Reddy 

and the officers on scene were able to convince him to voluntarily surrender to the police.  The 
suspect was charged with armed robbery, possession of a hoax incendiary device, resisting

arrest, and disorderly conduct.  

91

http://dhq/Lists/Roll Call/attachments/5747/B.jpg


Criminal Investigation Division 

Armed Robbery Investigations 

Two white males from Lynn

were arrested in February 

2015, for three different 

armed robberies committed 

with a handgun. The Lynn 

Detectives Unit was assigned 

the investigation in early 

February and spent hours 

reviewing videos, 

interviewing witnesses, and 

developing leads to solve this 

case. The investigation has 

revealed the following facts 

and the disposition of the 

case has yet to be determined 

by the court. 

On January 31, 2015, the two 
suspects lured the two

victims to 47 Collins Street 

for the supposed arranged 

sale of gold jewelry. The 

incident was captured on 

video and the victims were 

robbed of over $3,000, credit 

cards, and a cell phone.  

On February 3, 2015, the 
same suspects robbed KAP’S

Highland Variety 

store located at 96 Adams Street. This incident was captured on video showing one of the men 

armed with a handgun and the other a knife. Both men were masked, demanded cash from the 

register, and grabbed lottery tickets before they fled out of the store onto Adams Street.  

On February 6, 2015, the same two suspects attempted to rob the KAP’S Highland Variety a

second time. One suspect acted as the getaway driver while the other one went into the

business masked with a handgun. The clerk recognized him as the same man who had robbed

him three days prior and struck the suspect with a baseball bat several times. He fled the store

and did not get any money during this attempted robbery.  

Lynn police detectives arrested one of the suspects on February 17, 2015, and the other 
suspect turned himself into the Lynn Police on February 18, 2015.
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Criminal Investigation Division 

Scam Awareness 

The Lynn Police Department receives dozens of reports each month for scams that include: arrest 

scams, rental property scams, craigslist scams, paving scams, lottery scams, and accident scams 

involving a loved one in another country. The department appreciates the public taking the time 

to report these crimes and we try to educate the public so that they do not find themselves a 

victim of these crimes. Several “Scam Alerts” were put out over social media and the newspaper 

during the past year to make the public aware of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Apartment Scams February 2015 

The “house for rent scam” is on the rise in this area and the Lynn police are asking the public to 

be aware and on the lookout to avoid being scammed. These scams usually involve an 

advertisement over the internet on a website such as Trulia. Usually the landlord is out of the 

country and offering a great deal to rent his home. This advertisement often refers to God and 

religion in an attempt to gain your trust. The number one rule to avoid being scammed is to deal 

locally and face to face. Always try to meet the landlord before moving into an apartment and 

always go into the apartment and view it before making a security deposit or paying last month’s 

rent.  

The following are some indications of a possible house for rent scam: 

1. Advertisement usually contains poor grammar and misspellings.

2. Advertisement mentions God, cashier check, money orders, wire transfer, Western Union,

doctor, reverend, Nigeria, or the UK.

3. Advertisement references another person or agent posing as the landlord.

4. Landlord wants you to wire money to them. Typically to a bank not located in the same

city as the rental property.

5. Landlord requests that you send money without viewing the property.

6. Landlord does not have a phone number that you can call.

How to avoid being scammed: 

•Deal locally, face-to-face.  Follow this one rule and avoid 99% of scam attempts.

•Do not extend payment to anyone you have not met in person.

•Never wire funds. Anyone who asks you to is probably a scammer.

•Transactions are between users only, no third party provides a guarantee.

•Never give out financial info such as a bank account, social security, PayPal account.

•Do not rent or purchase sight unseen. That amazing deal may not exist.

•Refuse background/credit checks until you have met landlord in person.

•Check with the Registry of Deeds and match the name of the landlord claiming to own the

property.

If you think you are the victim of a scam in Lynn please call the Lynn Police. Remember that if
it  sounds too good to be true it probably is.
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Criminal Investigation Division 

 

Kidnapping Scam October 2015 

During the month of October 2015, the Lynn Police Department received four different 

reports of local Guatemalan citizens being targeted by a kidnapping scam. The citizens 

all received telephone calls from a male and described his accent as being Puerto Rican 

or Dominican in decent. The unknown male told them a member of their family was 

involved in an accident or some other type of incident. He claimed that he belonged to a 

drug cartel or was a criminal and advised them not to contact the police. He claimed to 

have injured or kidnapped their family member. The suspect demanded that money be 

sent via Western Union or some other payment option.  

The Lynn Police Department informed the citizens of Lynn about this scam and advised 

that the best course of action was to contact the relative involved and verify they were 

not missing or in any type of danger, and then inform the police. The public was told if 

they could not contact the relative, they should not believe this is true and still contact 

the police. 

Arrest Scam May 2015 

When Chief Coppinger received the email below a “Scam Alert” was sent out on social media. 

Chief, 

 My mother received a phone call this morning at 7:30 a.m. from someone that told 

 her, "This is your grandson".  The person said that "I got arrested today for  

drunk driving and need some money".  My mother was frantic.  She said she didn't 

give any money.  I hope this is true.  Should I follow up with anyone?  I don't  

want another elderly person to fall for this scam.   

 Thanks. 

Don’t become a victim of a scam and call the police before you cash that check you received or 

wire those funds to someone whom you have never met. It is worth taking the extra time to check 

things out. 
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Identification Unit 

The Identification Unit is 

comprised of Detectives Shawn 

Hogan, (On left) and Howard 

McCollin, (Below), who report to 

Captain Mark O’Toole. Both 

detectives have received 

specialized training from the 

Massachusetts State Police, 

F.B.I., and other agencies in 

fingerprint classification, 

advanced latent fingerprint 

recovery, collection of physical 

evidence, basic and advance 

forensic photography, buccal 

DNA collection, and crime scene 

investigation.  

The Identification Unit works 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and 

have a four days on, two days off 

work schedule. They are on call 

twenty-four hours a day. The 

Identification Unit responds to all 

major crimes to process crime 

scenes. This includes 

photographing, collecting and 

documenting physical evidence, 

and processing finger prints at a 

crime scene. The unit also 

photographs major motor vehicle 

accidents, physical injuries, 

recovered property, graffiti, hate 

crimes, and other incidents, for 

documentation and court 

purposes. 
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Special Investigations Unit 

Lieutenant Stephen 

Haberek is in charge of 

the Special 

Investigations Unit.  

Detectives Michael 

Kelter, Kelly Aylward, 

Richard Fucci, and Ed 

Pettipas are assigned to 

this unit and work in a 

plain clothes capacity 

under the direction of 

the Captain of 

Detectives, Mark 

O’Toole. The Special 

Investigations Unit 

works from 6:00 p.m. 

to 2:00 a.m., and their 

primary areas of 

responsibility are prostitution, street-level narcotics enforcement, gaming, licensed 

establishments, and CID support. The following is a summary of the work completed by the 

Special Investigations Unit during 2015.    

2015 S.I.U. ARREST TOTAL 

Warrant Arrests 46 

Drug Arrests 32 

Prostitution Related Arrests 74            39 Females       35 Males 

Gambling 5 

Assault & Battery 14 

M/V Charges 09 

Alcohol Related 07 

Misc. 27 

Total Arrests 214 

SIU Drug Investigations Arrests 

269 Chestnut Street 0 

7 Holland Ave 2 

69 Lynnway 2 

141 Curwin Circle 0 
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Special Investigations Unit 

2015 John Law Operations Arrests 

John Law May 14, 2015 9 

John Law May 28, 2015 7 

John Law June 17, 2015 10 

Operation Weed & Seed 

John Law June 26, 2015 

5 

Alcohol Enforcement 

 Compliance Checks June 2015

On June 1, 2015, S.I.U officers conducted alcohol compliance checks at thirty-three

licensed premises across the city. These compliance checks were conducted in

accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission

(ABCC). During the checks, three underage volunteers from Girl’s Inc. were utilized.

The volunteers signed ABCC compliance check guidelines release forms and were given

breath tests prior to the start of the checks. The volunteers attempted to purchase an

alcoholic beverage at each of the 33 establishments. M.C. Heald Liquors was the only

licensed business not to pass the compliance checks and thirty-two of the licensed

establishments passed the test conducted by S.I.U. officers.

 Cops in Shops January 2015

On January 31, 2015, S.I.U. officers conducted a “Cops in Shops” operation at several

liquor establishments. These liquor establishments were chosen as locations where

underage persons typically try to purchase alcohol. One undercover officer was inside the

store and the other was stationed outside. There were two teams of two officers and their

objective was to take appropriate enforcement action against underage persons that try to

buy alcohol and the adults that procure alcohol for minors.  The operation was funded

through a grant the department received from the Executive Office of Public Safety and

Security’s Highway Safety Division.

Gambling Search Warrant 

 158 Chestnut Street 2 Arrests 

 850 Western Avenue 1 Arrest 2 Summons 

Counterfeit Goods Sting 

 Mass Merchandise Mart 1 Arrest 1 Summons 
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Lynn Drug Task Force 
Sergeant Rick Carrow commands the 
Lynn Drug Task Force and is the direct 
supervisor of Lynn Police Detectives 
Michael Ferraro, Ross Panacopoulos, 
Michael DiMeglio, and Stephen 
Emery. Sergeant Carrow reports 
directly to Captain Mark O’Toole. The 
goal of the Lynn Drug Task Force is to 
impact large scale drug distribution 
and trafficking operations and to make 
it more difficult for drug dependent 
persons to obtain their illegal supply of 
drugs on the street. The Lynn Drug 
Task Force works closely with other 
state, federal, and outside agencies to 
combat the drug problem in the City of 
Lynn.  

LYNN DRUG TASK FORCE STATISTICS FOR 2015 
ARRESTS SEARCH WARRANTS SEIZURES 

258 17 10 Firearms 
Drug related arrests 168 1 Motor Vehicle 
Drug warrant arrests 13 Heroin/Fentanyl, 370 Grams 

($37,000.00 value) 
Warrant arrests 35 Cocaine 416 Grams 

($41,600.00 value) 
Other 42 Marijuana  

 ($23,500.00 value) 
Prescription Pills  

($23,480.00 value) 
Cash $95,732.00  

Lynn $61,492.00/Joint case 
$34,240.00 
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Drug Take Back Initiative 

 

REMINDER 

The Lynn Police Department has a prescription drug collection box located in the lobby of the 

police station and is open twenty-four hours a day. Drop offs are completely confidential. 

Over 5000 children under the age of six are poisoned annually by accidental exposure to 

prescription medication. One in five teens today report abusing prescription medication to get 

high.  

Items to be collected include, prescription and over the counter medication, medication 

samples, vitamins, veterinary medications, narcotics and liquid medications. 

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) coordinated it tenth nationwide, one day 

collaborative prescription drug take back initiative with state and local law enforcement 

agencies to remove potentially dangerous controlled substances from our nation’s homes. 

The Lynn Police Department teamed up with the Lynn Public Health Department and 

participated in the National Take Back Initiative that took place on Saturday September 26, 

2015, from 10:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. at the Lynn Police Station. The public was asked to bring 

any unused prescriptions to the Lynn Police Station for drop off with no questions asked.  

The event was a success and many prescriptions were disposed of. 
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Domestic Violence Unit 

Lieutenant Marie Hanlon is the supervisor of the Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Unit. 
Lieutenant Hanlon has been in charge of the Domestic Violence Unit since 2000. She oversees 
the efforts of Detectives Cristine Petruzziello, Joseph Chadbourne, and Roger Tinkham. 
Together these detectives handle over 200 cases each month. The detectives are specially trained 
to deal with domestic violence victims and victims of sexual assaults. 

Lieutenant Marie Hanlon and the Domestic Violence Unit are part of a Steering Committee and 
Advisory Board for the Essex County Child Abuse Center (CAC). The Domestic Violence Unit 
does outreach into the community and meets once a month to discuss the most serious cases. The 
meeting is comprised of Lynn Police, Neighborhood Legal Services, HAWC, Essex County 
District Attorney’s Office, Essex County Correctional Facility, probation, probate court, public 
schools, and other local police departments in the Lynn District Court jurisdiction. 

Lieutenant Hanlon and members of the unit are extremely knowledgeable in interviewing 
persons of a young age. They also investigate some types of computer crime, more specifically, 
child pornography and other child related offenses. Domestic Violence Unit members attend 
domestic violence seminars for investigators, search warrant trainings, seminars on sexual 
assault investigation, as well as training on family crimes and child abuse. 

2015 Domestic Violence Unit Statistics 

Serious Child 
Physical Abuse 
Cases 

Elder Abuse 
Neglect and 
Disabled Cases 

Sexual Assault 
Investigations 

ECCAP 
Interviews of 
Young Children 
(Mostly sexual 
abuse victims) 

Domestic 
Violence 
Investigations 

17 29 100 16 1,583 
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Domestic Violence Unit 

Cristine Petruzziello 

Patrol Officer: January 29, 1995 

Detective: 1997 

Joseph Chadbourne 

Patrolman: July 28, 1997 

Detective: 2005 

Roger Tinkham 

Patrolman: April 16, 2001 

Detective: 2010 
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Youth Services Unit 
Lieutenant Peter Holey has been the Officer 
in Charge of the Youth Services Unit since 
August of 2014. The Youth Services Unit 
consists of the Juvenile Unit, Gang Unit, 
School Safety Officer and the School 
Resource Officers who all report to 
Lieutenant Peter Holey. The Juvenile Unit 
consists of Detectives Anne Magner & Jen 
Cash. The Gang Unit consists of Detectives 
Sergeant Edward Nardone, Gary Hagerty, 
Chris Hagerty, and Steve Withrow. Officer 
Bob Ferrari is the School Safety Officer, 
and there are four School Resource Officers 
that include Officers Bob Hogan, Oren 
Wright, Ryan McDermott, and Mark Lee. 
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Youth Services Unit 
Juvenile Unit 

Detective Anne Magner has 
been with the Lynn Police 
Department for over 20 
years. She has worked in the 
Youth Service Department as 
a school safety officer since 
2006 and manages the school 
crossing guards. There are 42 
crossing guards assigned to 
the public schools in Lynn. 
Detective Magner 
coordinates with the crossing 

guards to make sure that someone is working to help the children cross the street safely at each 
school. The crossing guards are trained and provided equipment to make their jobs and children 
safe in all types of conditions.  

Detective Magner is responsible for overseeing all missing persons reported to the Lynn Police 
Department.  When someone is reported missing, a missing person form is filled out and entered 
into the National Crime Information Center. Detective Magner stays in contact with different 
agencies to get updates and provide information regarding each missing person.  Detective 
Magner has contacts with The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and has been 
trained on how to use the “A Child Is Missing Alert System”.  

In 2015, Detective Magner investigated and cleared 286 missing person’s cases.  Females 
between the ages of sixteen and seventeen years are the most likely to be reported missing. 
Interesting though is that more female elderly persons were reported missing than their male 
counterparts.  
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Youth Services Unit 
Detective Jen Cash investigates 
juvenile incidents both inside 
and outside of the school. Most 
of her cases involve children 
who are below the age of 
eighteen and not legally an adult. 
Detective Cash has a diverse 
caseload and is busy handling 
mostly larceny and assault cases.  

Detective Cash has seen a 
dramatic increase in “Sexting” 
between juveniles. Sexting is 

sending and receiving sexually explicit messages, primarily between mobile phones. Detective 
Cash is currently investigating 10 different cases involving sexting.  

Detective Cash is trained on how to write search warrants and works closely with our schools, 
courts, and the Department of Children and Family Services. Detective Cash teaches school 
children and their parents about the hazards of substance abuse in the community supported by 
grant money received through nonprofit organizations.  
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Youth Services Unit 
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Youth Services Unit 

School Safety Officer 

Officer Robert Ferrari is responsible for Lynn School Security and Emergency Planning. He has 
been a Lynn police officer for thirty-three years and has been the Emergency Planning Officer 
for the past nine years. He is a police liaison and works directly with the Lynn Public Schools. 
Officer Ferrari has a lot of responsibilities helping to keep the schools as safe as possible.  He is 
in charge of developing and implementing the “School Emergency Operation Plan” (SEOP).  
Officer Ferrari spends much of his time training the staff, principals, and students from all of the 
Lynn Public Schools by preparing for the worst case scenarios such as, an active shooter, 
missing student, fire, or a bomb threat. Officer Ferrari works under the direction of Lynn Police 
Chief Kevin F. Coppinger and Superintendent Catherine Latham. 

The Lynn Police 
Department in a 
collaborative effort 
with the Lynn Public 
Schools completed 
phase one of the school 
districts 2015/2016 
“School Emergency 
Operations Plan/Safety 
Drills”.  Lockdown 
Drills were conducted 
at all 28 Lynn Public 
School locations during 
the month of October. 

106



Youth Services Unit 
The Lynn Police Department also conducted lockdown drills at three of the city’s private 
schools, including Saint Mary’s, Sacred Heart and Saint Pius. These schools are now a part of 
the annual school emergency operations plan and drill schedule.  

A “Lockdown” is a protective action employed to safeguard faculty, staff, and students 
when there is an armed perpetrator approaching the campus, on campus or in the school. 
A “Lockdown” is employed to keep students and staff away from a violent perpetrator 
while police have time to engage the suspect.  

In the first round of drills, forty-seven individual Lynn police officers participated.  All Lynn 
police officers, with input from the School Emergency Response Team members, fill out an 
evaluation form during a post drill meeting and discuss any and all issues or concerns. The drill 
evaluations are rated on a scale of 1 to 10 on the overall performance quality regarding 
procedures and protocols. Once again, all of the schools passed with very strong marks. The 
schools averaged a score of 8 “Good” or above with many receiving “Excellent” ratings of 9 to 
10.  

Gang Unit 

Sergeant Edward Nardone is the supervisor of the Gang Unit. He has been with the Lynn Police 
Department for twenty-eight years and has been the supervisor of the Gang Unit since 2008. 
The Lynn Gang Unit is an intricate part of a joint task force called the “North Shore Gang Task 
Force”. Partnered with the Lynn Gang Unit on the North Shore Gang Task Force are federal, 
state, and other local law enforcement agencies. This partnership works very well because of the 
necessity to share information with one another and because gang members reside in so many 
different communities throughout the Commonwealth. Communication between departments is 
key to making this successful.  

Sergeant Edward Nardone supervises Detectives Stephen Withrow, Gary Hagerty, and Chris 
Hagerty. Since its inception, the Gang Unit has been intricately involved with many initiatives 
whose goal is developing intelligence and identifying gang members within the City of Lynn as 
well as surrounding communities. During 2015, the Gang Unit was responsible for investigating 
hundreds of gang related incidents including but not limited to serious felony charges, drug 
possession, drug sales, gun possession, gun sales, and misdemeanors such as trespassing and 
other offenses related to quality of life concerns.  Through all of the above, the Gang Unit 
continues to be dedicated to reducing the impact of gang related criminal activity in the City of 
Lynn. 
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Youth Services Unit 
2015 Gang Unit Statistics 

ARRESTS DRUG 
SEIZURES 

HANDGUN 
SEIZURES 

CASH 
SEIZURES 

SEARCH 
WARRANTS 

195 Marijuana 
672.9 grams 

2 $14,230.00 
Local 
Seizures 

15 

Heroin 
1287.2 grams 

$3,600.00 
Federal 
Seizures 

Crack 
Cocaine 
48.15 grams 
Fentanyl 95 
grams 
Oxycontin 
690 dosage 
units 
Suboxone 2 
dosage units 
Gabapentin 3 
dosage units 

School Resource Officers 

SRO Officer Bob Hogan, Pickering Jr. High SRO Officer Oren Wright, Fecteau Leary 
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Youth Services Unit 

SRO Officer Ryan McDermott, Thurgood Marshall SRO Officer Mark Lee, Breed Junior High 

School Resource Officers (SRO’s) continue to be a valuable asset to the department. They serve 
in their multiple roles as law enforcement officers, liaisons between the community and the 
police, and as educators in fields related to law enforcement. The School Resource Officers act 
as mentors, utilizing their initiative and creativity to plan numerous programs designed to 
promote the personal and social responsibility of their students, as well as expanding their 
educational influence within their schools. Currently, there are four School Resource Officers 
who are assigned to the following middle schools: Pickering Jr. High, Fecteau Leary, Thurgood 
Marshall, and Breed Junior High.  
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Youth Services Unit 

Student Police Academy 

The Lynn Police Student Academy has had another successful year. The academy is run by the 
School Resource Officers who fall under the command of Lieutenant Peter Holey. The student 
police academy is in its fifteenth year and is offered to kids between the ages of 13-18 who are 

interested in a law 
enforcement career. The 
academy is modeled after a 
real police academy and 
allows up to 40 teenagers 
to attend the cadet training.  
There is an application 
process that the applicant 
must complete before the 
cadets are chosen based 
upon the information they 
provide in their 
application. The 
applications are reviewed 
by the Lynn Police 
Department and every year 

the number of applicants increases. In 2015, there were 90 new applicants. The kids learn 
everything from how a police department works to the training an officer receives while he is in the 
academy. The cadets go on field trips to the Middleton House of Correction, the State Police 
Marine Unit, the State House, and the Reading Municipal Police Academy where they get to see 
firsthand the kind of training a real police officer receives in the academy. While attending the Lynn 
Police Student Academy the cadets also receive training from the FBI, ATF, attorneys, and 
members of the Lynn Police Department.  It is a very successful program that has graduated 120 
cadets in the past three years. Essex County District Attorney 

Jonathan Blodgett spoke to 
students at the Lynn Police 
Student Academy on Tuesday, 
August 11, 2015, at the Breed 
Middle School.  District 
Attorney Blodgett gave them an 
overview of the court system and 
outlined for the students 
educational and prevention 
programs which gives first time, 
non-violent offenders the 
opportunity to steer their lives in 
the right direction and avoid 
having a criminal record. 
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Youth Services Unit 
Teen Drop in Center

The Youth Services Unit, together with 
Lynn Parks and Recreation, run the Teen 
Drop in Center. The Teen Center is 
located at Lynn Vocational Technical 
Institute and operates every Saturday 
night between the hours of 6:00 p.m.-
9:00 p.m. The Teen Drop in Center first 
opened in 2006 and is in its ninth year.  
The Teen Center is a place for kids 
between the ages of thirteen and eighteen 
to interact with members of the Lynn 
Police Department in a positive way 
through different games and activities 
such as basketball and dancing to name a 
few. 

Teenagers that come to the Teen 
Center are subject to search by 
Lynn police officers before being 
allowed to enter the building 
ensuring a safe environment. The 
Teen Center is funded through the 
Shannon Grant.  Lynn police 
officers in uniform and plain 
clothes interact with the kids and 
run different events each week. 
The Teen Center averages 168 kids 
each night and operates on Friday 
nights instead of Saturday nights 
during the school basketball 
season. The program grows every 
year in popularity along with the 
number of teenagers who 
participate. 
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Youth Services Unit 
The Teen Center continues to be a success story. It is attended by both male and females most 
within the 13-16 age group.  This age group correlates with our arrest data for youth that are 
targeted for outreach and prevention programs. 
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Staff Functions 
The personnel assigned to staff functions in the Lynn Police Department are mainly concerned 
with ancillary missions within the department that assure organizational effectiveness and 
efficiency. Namely, these missions include the collection and tracking of crime trends, 
forecasting and amending budgets, capital improvements and acquisitions, fleet maintenance, 
policy development, and training. As technology has advanced and budgets have become 
strained, staff functions play an increasingly important role in support of the many missions of 
the Lynn Police Department. 

The Lynn Police Department budget includes annual allotments for both payroll and expenses. 
Our fiscal year runs from July 1st to June 30th.  The daily responsibilities for budget preparation 
and review are assigned to the Confidential Assistant, Elizabeth Polonsky and the Deputy Chief 
of Administration, Michael A. Mageary.  Other key members in the civilian support staff play a 
vital role in the budget process.  

For the fiscal year 2015, the Lynn Police Department’s Budget was $19,453,465.00, of this 
amount, $18,532,167.00 (95.3%) was for the Payroll Budget and the remaining $921,298.00 (4.7 
%) was for the Expense Budget. The Lynn Police Department also applies for federal and state 
grants to supplement the department’s budget.  

18,532,167.00

921,298.00

Fiscal Year 2015 Total Budget $19,453,465.00

Payroll Budget Expense Budget
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Staff Functions 

Linda Curry is the Head Clerk assigned to 
assist Deputy Chief Desmarais and Deputy 
Chief Mageary with administrative issues.  

Elizabeth Saulnier is the Principal 
Stenographer assigned to the administrative 
branch. 

Maureen Reynolds is the Principal Bookkeeper 
and assists with the accounts and financial 
obligations of the department.  

Cynthia Wall is the Payroll & Budget 
Coordinator for the Lynn Police Department. 

114



Administrative Division 

The Administrative Division is commanded by Captain William Borders who oversees efforts 

pertaining to the Records, Intelligence, Crime Analysis, and Firearm Licensing sections within 

the Lynn Police Department. His responsibilities include the maintenance of our Records 

Management System and the collection and dissemination of information on crime statistics, 

crime trends, and patterns. Captain Borders oversees the efforts of Lieutenants John Scannell and 

Vernon Coleman plus the civilians that perform roles associated with the data entry of police 

records. Captain Borders reports directly to Deputy Chief Michael A. Mageary.  

Captain Borders spends a good part of each day reviewing police incident reports, bookings, and 

accident reports, to insure that they comply with federal and state guidelines. He must approve 

each report and then send it to the State Wide Information Sharing System (SWISS). Before 

Captain Borders approves a report he assigns a color code to it. Each incident is categorized by a 

color code, for example, a report regarding the crime of murder is assigned the color code of 

gray.  If a report is missing components or does not comply with accepted standards Captain 

Borders can reject the report and send it back to the police officer who wrote it or make obvious 

changes himself and send the approved report to the SWISS Agency. 
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Administrative Division 

Intelligence Unit 

Lieutenant John Scannell 

Patrolman: June 28, 1985 

Sergeant: October 26, 1991 

Lieutenant: October 7, 1997 

Lieutenant John Scannell joined the Lynn Police Department on April 8, 1985. He is in charge of 

the Lynn Police Department’s Crime Bulletin. This entails conducting crime analysis and 

disseminating crime pattern trends throughout the department and to other cities and towns. He 

has been doing this since 2006. Lieutenant Scannell sends out an updated crime bulletin every 

day as well as reads other department’s crime bulletins. About 260 different agencies and police 

departments throughout the Commonwealth receive the Lynn Police Department’s Crime 

Bulletin on a daily basis. These departments include the Essex County House of Correction, 

probation, parole, and local police departments. The Lynn Police Crime Bulletin includes 

information pertaining to arrests, larcenies, shootings, house breaks, commercial breaks, violent 

and serious crimes, prison releases, gang affiliations, criminal history, and known drug use. It is 

a way of communicating and sharing information so all surrounding cities and towns are aware 

of criminal activities and trends.  

Lieutenant Scannell also is tasked with crime mapping. He gathers information and determines 

crime trends, breaking and entering locations or hot spots, robbery locations, and shooting 

incident patterns.  Lieutenant Scannell presents this information at the monthly OIC meeting 

using a Microsoft PowerPoint and Excel presentation. He also posts this information on the Lynn 

Police Department’s internal website that is monitored on a daily basis by all Lynn police 

officers.   
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Administrative Division 

Keeper of the Records 

Lieutenant Vernon Coleman 

Patrolman: May 24, 1986 

Sergeant: September 15, 1990 

Lieutenant: August 29, 1995 

Lieutenant Vernon Coleman is the Lynn Police Department’s “Keeper of the Records” as well as 

the supervisor of the civilian support staff that are assigned to the Records Office. Lieutenant 

Coleman has been with the department for 30 years and has been working in the Records 

Department since 1995. He is responsible for the day to day operation of the Records 

Department which is the repository of all records for the Lynn Police Department. Each civilian 

staff member is assigned a specific duty but together the office handles thousands of reports 

annually, which include incident reports generated by the patrol officers, as well as incident 

reports from various units within the department. 

The Records Department, under the direction of Lieutenant Coleman, processes all applications 

for gun permits within the City of Lynn. The department utilizes the Massachusetts Instant 

Records Check System (MIRCS) through the Criminal History Systems Board Firearms Unit to 

process all applications, as well as registering all State Sex Offender’s classified as Level II and 

Level III that reside in the City of Lynn. The Records Department verifies sex offender addresses 

twice annually, a more stringent requirement than the state mandate of once annually. The Lynn 

Police Department has received state recognition for our efforts in this area. To view the registry 
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Administrative Division 

of Level III sex offenders registered with the department please visit our website at 

www.lynnpolice.org. The Records Department also handles all motor vehicle accidents and 

citations. 

Records Civilian Support Staff 

Other duties performed by our Records Office and support staff include: 

 Sorting and filing department internal correspondence

 Distributing mail and maintaining weekly attendance records for all department personnel

 Answering telephones

 Data entry into the department computers for incident reports, restraining orders, gun

permits, accident reports, pawn sheets, etc.

 Processing firearm licenses and firearm identification cards

 Processing citations issued by officers

 Receiving, documenting, and disbursing incoming items and packages

Many of our support staff employees 

are assigned to our Records Office 

and are responsible for processing 

most of the paperwork generated by 

our department or forwarded to our 

department by outside agencies. 

Included in the above are thousands 

of incident reports, citations, 

booking sheets, restraining orders, 

summonses, pawn sheets, tow forms, 

and other documents. The Records 

Office is supervised by Lieutenant 

Vernon Coleman and Head 

Administrative Clerk Joanne 

Mahoney. 

Records Office Business Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

Tuesday:  8:45 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. 

Friday:     8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Stephanie Santoro-Principal Data 

Entry Operator  

118

http://www.lynnpolice.org/


Administrative Division 

Records Civilian Support Staff 

Kerry Calnan-Data Entry &

Telephone Operator 
Diane Jones-Head Clerk 

Cheryl Kozlosky-Principal Clerk Joanne Mahoney-Head 

Administrative Clerk 

Valerie Ford - Data Entry Operator Kathy Vitello – Data Entry 

Operator 
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Professional Standards Division 

The Professional Standards Division is commanded by Captain Michael Vail who reports 

directly to Deputy Chief Michael Mageary. The Professional Standards Division consists of the 

internal affairs, public information, evidence, court and training sections of the Lynn Police 

Department. Currently Captain Vail oversees the efforts of Lieutenants William Sharpe, James 

Shinnick, Richard Donnelly, and Officers Emmanuel Felix, Alice Parker and Mark Richmond. 

In addition to supervising these sections of the Lynn Police Department Captain Vail is 

responsible for grant writing and securing funds for the upcoming fiscal year. Captain Vail is 

also in charge of the hiring process for all new police recruits which includes performing 

extensive background checks for all potential candidates and enrolling them into the police 

academy. 

 

Debra Simpson is part of the 

civilian support staff and the 

senior stenographer in the 

Professional Standards Division. 

Debra Simpson assists Captain 

Vail and Captain Borders with 

administrative duties. 
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Professional Standards Division 

Training Unit 

Court Division 

Lieutenant William Sharpe is the 

supervising officer of the Training 

Unit, overseeing the efforts of 

other officers in the department 

who perform various training 

roles. The Training Unit plays a 

vital role in the continuing 

education and professional 

development of department 

personnel. In addition to annual in-

service training, Lieutenant Sharpe 

schedules specialized training 

outside of the department for 

officers to attend.  Lieutenant 

Sharpe directly supervises Officer 

Alice Parker who assists with the 

scheduling and training of officers 

in the department.  Officer Parker 

is a paramedic and teaches an 

EMT course that is available for 

officers to take to continue their 

education. 

Lieutenant James Shinnick is 

the department representative 

designated to liaison with 

various officers within local, 

state, and federal court 

systems. He has primary 

responsibility in the 

scheduling of officers for 

criminal cases initiated or 

assisted by our department. 

Lieutenant Shinnick handles 

the administrative business of 

the Lynn Police Department 

for the court. He represents 

the department at show cause

hearings at Lynn District and 

Juvenile Courts. 
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Professional Standards Division 

Public Information/Internal Affairs Officer 

Officer Emanuel Felix is assigned 

as the Court Commitment Officer. 

He physically brings all prisoners 

who were not bailed to court, along 

with all necessary documentation 

and inventoried property. He 

conducts many of the 

administrative functions regarding 

complaints, summonses and 

hearings. 

Lieutenant Richard Donnelly is the Public Information Officer and the Professional 

Standards Investigator. He is the department spokesperson and all media releases 

originate with his office. He also conducts investigations when the integrity of the 

police department and its members are called into question. 
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Professional Standards Division 

Evidence/Property 

Officer Mark Richmond is the Evidence Control Officer for the Lynn Police Department and has 

been in charge of the Evidence Control Unit since 2005.  All evidence seized by officers of our 

department must be turned into the Evidence Control Unit to maintain the chain of custody for 

court and legal purposes. When an officer seizes evidence, it comes back to the station where the 

officer then documents it and places it into the proper storage container depending upon what 

type of evidence is being submitted. From there, Officer Mark Richmond carefully inspects each 

piece of evidence and further logs and updates the evidence into our evidence database. Drug 

evidence, sexual assault evidence, and firearms must be transported by Officer Richmond to 

separate state laboratories for analysis. 

Officer Richmond sends property out for destruction as required and also returns recovered 

property to the rightful owner. The Evidence Control Room is beginning to reach its maximum 

capacity and is filled with many different types of evidence that date all the way back to 1980’s. 

The Lynn Police Department is looking for ways to remedy this situation such as using 

PropertyRoom.com, an auction website that police departments are using to sell abandoned 

property.  

2015 Evidence Statistics 

Criminal Drug Cases 404 

Recovered Drugs for Destruction 283 

Civil Marijuana Cases 23 

Total Knife Cases 167 

Total Gun Cases 97 

123



Support Service Division 

The Support Service Division is commanded by Captain Edward Blake who oversees the efforts 

of the physical plant, fleet, computer, and detail sections of the department. Within his 

responsibilities are the maintenance of the police station, marked and unmarked police vehicles, 

and the functioning of the department's computer resources. Captain Blake spends much of his 

time helping to coordinate and implement the technological advances that the department has 

made during the recent years.  

Captain Blake oversaw the purchase of ten new police cruisers in 2015.  Captain Blake was 

accountable for the installation of gun racks and mobile data terminals in these new police 

vehicles. The Lynn Police Department transferred from the Data 911 mobile data terminal to the 

Patrol Personal Computer which is an updated mobile data terminal that is more compact and 

efficient.   

Captain Blake also was responsible in overseeing the updating and conversion of the telephone 

recording system in the station into a new and more modern system known as Equature.  Captain 

Blake is getting the Lynn Police Department ready for the next generation 911 system where it is 

expected that we will be able to text and video tape 911 calls. 
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Support Service Division 

Computer Operations 

Officer Brian Chisholm is assigned to 

the Computer Unit and reports to 

Captain Blake. Officer Chisholm has 

the responsibility of maintaining the 

department’s hardware assets and 

software systems. In recent years, the 

department has added new 

technologies including mobile data 

terminals for our marked cruisers and 

wireless networking for our training 

and emergency operation center suites. 

Officer Chisholm is heavily involved 

in the maintenance of the department’s 

QED system, the software that the dispatch, report writing, and booking systems are dependent 

on. Officer Chisholm has the responsibility of managing 20 different computer servers and 

makes sure that our computers are running efficiently. Officer Chisholm checks the department’s 

computers every day for viruses and downloads the proper antivirus solutions. 

Information Technology Coordinator 

David Perez is the first civilian Information 

Technology Coordinator to be hired to work inside 

the Lynn Police Department.  He works with

Officer Chisholm on the problems that the Lynn 

Police Department encounters in the maintenance 

of the Lynn Police Department’s computers.  He 
also works on the software that is relied upon for

dispatch, report writing, and the booking of 

prisoners on a daily basis.  David performs 

administrative tasks that help ensure the smooth 

functioning of the LPD computer systems 

including the mobile and on-site computers.  
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Support Service Division 

Fleet Operations 

The Fleet Operations Unit consists of 

Officers Brian Hosker and Francisco 

Gomez. They are assigned to the Third 

Division. A complete inventory of all 

department vehicles is maintained and 

updated by these officers. The officers’ 

daily responsibilities are to routinely 

check the fluids of the cruisers, monitor 

the physical condition of the cruisers, 

and perform minor repairs as necessary. 

These officers are also responsible for 

all necessary documentation regarding 

department vehicles, check to insure all 

yearly inspections are performed, and 

schedule routine service and repairs for 

the cruisers with the Department of 

Public Works. The Lynn Police 

Department maintains a fleet of vehicles 

that includes marked, unmarked, and 

specialty vehicles.  

Detail Unit 

The Detail Unit is comprised of Officer Jean O’Neill. The Detail Unit is responsible for the 

hiring of police officers for outside police duties in the community. Some of these duties include 

construction sites, public businesses, bars, and private functions.  

Officers on scene at details provide extra protection for the community. All officers working a 

detail are required to remain in contact with the Lynn Police Headquarters by the use of their 

radios, thereby keeping officers at the station informed of any criminal activity in their area. 

Officers working a detail are there to serve the public, whether it is by providing directions to a 

lost citizen or assisting in apprehending a suspect.  

 2015 Detail Office Report: 

7,270 Details requested 

5,979 Details filled 

305 Details filled by out of town officers 

$1,892,543.25 Money collected 
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Detention Attendants 

In total the Lynn Police Department employs five detention attendants. The detention attendant’s 

primary responsibilities include:  

 Accompany all prisoners brought into the station under arrest at the time of arrival.

 Witness and assist the booking process.

 Assist in conducting prisoner searches.

 Assist with the inventory of prisoner property.

 Monitor each prisoner in the cellblock area.

Uraina Cassie Zabra Martin 

Christine Burke Kathleen Dudley 

Barbara Magner is the supervisor of 

the detention attendants who work 

at the Lynn Police Station. Barbara 

is responsible for keeping track of 

the hours each attendant works and 

to ensure that an attendant is present 

and scheduled to work in the police 

station 24 hours a day. The 

detention attendants have excellent 

communication skills and are 

trained to assist in the booking 

process, CPR and in suicide 

prevention.  
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Social Media 

Facebook 

The Lynn Police Department continues to utilize Facebook and 

Twitter as a social media to deliver messages to the general 

public. The Facebook page of the Lynn Police Department 

frequently posts press releases that include high profile arrests, 

wanted persons, new programs and other newsworthy 

information. The Facebook page is also used to post any other 

information that may be useful such as a road closure or a school 

cancellation. 

The Lynn Police Department has successfully used social media 

to solve crimes with the public’s assistance. The Lynn Police 

Department has received numerous tips pertaining to crimes 

committed in the city through social media. The Lynn Police 

Department will continue to deliver current information through 

the use of Facebook and Twitter to inform citizens of important 

news and events. 

Citizen Observer Tip Line 

Citizen Observer/Tip 411 Program allows citizens to text anonymous tips to the police 

department anytime. Cell phone users may text an anonymous tip to the department by texting 

the word tiplynn and the tip information to tip411 or 847411. You may also call the anonymous 

tip line (781) 477-4444. Anonymous web tips can also be submitted right from the Lynn Police 

Department’s website at www.lynnpolice.org and clicking the submit a tip icon at the bottom of 

the tip411 web page. 

Twitter 

The Lynn Police Department can now be followed on Twitter @ LynnPoliceDept  

Twitter followers of the Lynn Police Department can now receive up to the minute 

announcements.  
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Department E-mail Addresses 
Chief Kevin Coppinger kcoppinger@lynnpolice.org 
Deputy Chief Leonard Desmarais ldesmarais@lynnpolice.org 
Deputy Chief Michael Mageary mmageary@lynnpolice.org 
Elizabeth Polonsky, Confidential 
Assistant 

betty@lynnpolice.org 

Captain Edward Blake, Technical 
Services 

blake@lynnpolice.org 

Captain William Borders, 
Administrative Services 

border@lynnpolice.org 

Captain Mark O’Toole, Criminal 
Investigation 

motoole@lynnpolice.org 

Captain Christopher Reddy, Patrol 
Division 

creddy@lynnpolice.org 

Captain Michael Vail, Professional 
Standards 

michvail@lynnpolice.org 

Criminal Investigation Division 
(General) 

cid@lynnpolice.org 

Domestic Violence Unit dvu@lynnpolice.org 
Gang Unit gangs@lynnpolice.org 
Identification Unit id@lynnpolice.org 
Intelligence Unit intell@lynnpolice.org 
Professional Standards (General) info@lynnpolice.org 
Juvenile Unit juv@lynnpolice.org 
Patrol Division (General) patrol@lynnpolice.org 
Records Department (General) records@lynnpolice.org 
Special Investigations Unit siu@lynnpolice.org 
Traffic Unit traffic@lynnpolice.org 
Training Unit training@lynnpolice.orgr 
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